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Editorial 
 

During this month Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day, share the same date! It seems an odd 
mix, yet there is an obvious link: love! Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday, is about learning how 
to love God more, as we give Him space in our lives.  
Jesus was led into the desert by the Spirit where He was tempted by Satan, but demonstrated 
the path of real love.    Jesus is tempted to turn stones into bread. Love gets to the heart of 
human need, not just satisfying physical desires.  Satan tempts Jesus to worship him. However, 
worshipping God is the beginning of love and results in sacrificial service to meet the needs of 
others.  
Finally, He is tempted to put God to the test, by jumping off the Temple. Only real love can 
change hearts by practical love and care. 
Lent teaches us how to live out the love of God in practice, as we follow Jesus in the way of the 
cross.  
Valentine was Christ’s follower, committed to sharing God’s love with others. We know little 
about him, except that he was a priest who lived in the 3rd Century AD and was martyred on 
February 14th. He also helped Christians in Rome during times of persecution and demonstrated 
the importance of showing real love in action. 
‘What, do you wish to know your Lord’s meaning in this thing? Know it well, love was his 
meaning.’ (Julian of Norwich). 
 

If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!! 
 

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the 
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial 
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments 
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a 

member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
 

Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow 
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work 
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, 

and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 

www.goodshepherdashton.org            Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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Into 2018 with God!  
 

The usual deadline of an article for 
the Magazine is the 15th of the month 
before. The weekend before that 
deadline for this magazine was the 
Sunday when we celebrate together 
the Baptism of Christ.  I was focussed 
on two readings in the bible as I 
prepared for services on 7th January – 
Genesis 1:1-5 and Mark 1:4-11. You might 
want to get your bible out and read 
them now. 
 

The authors of our lectionary placed 
that Old Testament reading alongside 
that Gospel reading for a reason. They 
wanted us to see them in parallel.  
 

In both cases God is doing something 
new.  
 

I am not an expert in classical music, a 
bit of a Philistine really, but as I 
thought about these two readings 
from Genesis and Mark it seemed to 
me that they could be described as 
two different movements from the 
same symphony. I’m told that the 
classical composers used variations on 
the same theme to develop their 
composition and that if you listen 
carefully to the music you can hear the 
main theme being repeated. ..... 
 

Perhaps you can imagine a heavenly 
orchestra playing the first 5 verses of 
Genesis. Dark, brooding music 
portrays an overwhelming sense of 
chaos and darkness. I imagine that the 
composer would use discordant 
modern themes to convey a sense of 

disorder. Then 
over this 
music comes 
the main 
theme of the 
symphony - quietly at first, starting 
with flute and piccolo, and gradually 
engaging the whole orchestra. Like a 
wind gradually rising from a gentle 
breeze to a violent gale. God's mighty 
wind (his Holy Spirit) sweeps across 
the universe. God is speaking, and his 
very words change the universe for 
ever. "Let there be light" and light 
appears. God saw that it was good, 
and Night and Day were born. 
 

God breaks into the history of the 
universe with a powerful word of 
creation. 
 

Our second reading comes much later 
in the same symphony. The main 
musical themes are now well 
developed – we’ve heard them over 
and again throughout the symphony. 
When John the Baptist appears we 
return to that same discordant, abrupt 
and harsh theme that we heard right at 
the beginning of the symphony. His 
harsh manner, his odd clothing, his 
strange habits all seem to echo the 
chaos and darkness of Genesis. The 
sound from the orchestra builds and 
noise of the crowds coming to John for 
baptism shake the concert hall and 
then John's voice can be heard as a 
sharp solo, perhaps, by the oboe 
cutting through the surrounding noise. 
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Then, quietly at first, the main theme 
appears again. The theme that 
represented God at work as Creator 
gradually supersedes the chaos of the 
early part of this movement. Jesus has 
come for baptism. The Word of God, 
from the beginning of John's Gospel, is 
beginning his work. And as Jesus 
comes up out of the waters of baptism 
the whole orchestra joins the theme - 
the heavens are rent open, the Holy 
Spirit descends on Jesus and God 
speaks, a strong solo voice: "You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased". 
 

Can you see the common themes in 
the two passages? 
 

• The milling crowd, longing for God 
to act in their lives; and the 
universe awaiting God's creative 
action. 

• The wind of God, and the Spirit of 
God hovering over the waters of 
the deep and the waters of 
baptism. 

• The word of God bringing creation, 
"Let there be light"; and the Word 
of God, Jesus, God's Son, whose 
ministry brings redemption. 

 

God's delight is obvious in both 
passages. Looking at creation, 'God 
saw that it was good'. Looking down 
on his Son, God said, "You are my 
beloved Son, with you I am well 
pleased". 
The theme from each movement of 
our symphony is the same.  

God creating his world and God 
redeeming that same world. All part of 
the same plan. In our symphony, both 
represented by the same theme. 
 

And now, early in 2018, we are 
participating in what the Bible calls the 
end times, the days between Jesus’ 
first and second coming. We are 
participating in what we might call the 
final movement of the symphony. 
 

In the first movement, God saw that 
everything was good. What does he 
see now, at the start of this new year, 
in Ashton, in our churches, in our 
families and personal lives? Where are 
the signs of new creation? Where are 
the dark, formless voids that still await 
God's creative action?  
 

In the later movement God expressed 
overwhelming pleasure at the baptism 
of his Son. What things in our world, 
our town, our churches or in our lives 
today, give God pleasure?  
 

Where might we begin to hear that 
same musical theme of God’s 
intervention here in Ashton? What do 
we long that God would do in our town 
and in our world?  
 
How might the final movement of our 

symphony be played out? What should 
I do? What should we do to participate 
in God’s work here? 
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                 Ask, Seek and Knock 

 

                "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 
                 knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 
 

Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the 
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer.  There is a prayer at the 
end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your prayers. 
 

This month: 
 

     Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton.  Pray that the 

businesses are prosperous and that people can find work to support 

their families.  Pray also that the decision makers in the town make 

wise decisions with compassion for all.   

     Thank God for the example Jesus gave us when He was in the 

wilderness – the desert where He was tempted by the enemy of all 

that is good. Pray that we come to know God’s help and strength, to 

resist temptations by trusting God through Jesus.  

Please pray that we will be good examples to others who may be 

struggling with life issues and to lead them to the Lord. 

     Please pray for 5 friends, who are not Christians, to come to know 

Jesus.  Pray for God’s blessing to rest upon them.  Commit to praying 

for them on a daily basis. 

     Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill or 

in need of God’s healing touch at this time.  Please pray for God to 

heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to bring them 

comfort.  
 

Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and help 

us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.        Amen                                                                                                                          
 

***************************************************** 

                                   Scouts Please!  
 

3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for 

new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs. 

We meet every Tuesday at 7.15pm to 9.00pm 

at St James Church. 

                         For more information contact Tina 

         Group Scout Leader  -   07411773336 or tina@dah.co.uk 

mailto:tina@dah.co.uk
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Commissioning Service 
        

Revd Roger Farnworth will be Commissioned by 
              Bishop Mark as Borough Dean of Tameside  

                       on Sunday 11th February at 6.30pm  
                   at St Michael’s Church.  All are welcome. 

 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Bible Studies  
Fr Jules’ Bible Studies Group 

meets every Thursday  
7.00pm at St Michael’s Church 

  

Café Church at 

 St James’ Church 
 

Wednesday 14
th

 February 

1.45pm 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

3rd Ashton Scouts  
Annual Race Night 

7.30pm Saturday 24th February 
Broadoak Hotel 

Tickets:  £5 Adults  £3 Children 
Including potato pie supper 

See Tina or ring 074110773336 
 

************************************************************************* 

Thank you from  
Rukungiri Orphan Project 

Your donations for last year’s Harvest were sent to this project and Roger has 
received this message: 
 

Roger, 
Thank you so much for the cheques which have just arrived. What a 
wonderful total. Please pass on our thanks to everyone involved and I 
will let you know how things go with the irrigation project as they work 
towards completing it.               Judy 

St. Michael’s  
Open Days 

 

St. Michael’s is open every 
Thursday 10.30am to 3.00pm  

The Eucharist will take place as 
usual at 11.00am on Thursdays 
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Creating a hopeful future together 

On the morning of Saturday February 17th, 9.30am 
– 12.30pm, we are holding a special event to begin 
shaping the work of the emerging Ashton Cluster – 
that is, Christ Church Ashton, St John’s Hurst and 
the Good Shepherd Team. 

This will be an opportunity for the people of the 7 churches to begin to 
work out together how the cluster is going to work in practice and what 
the opportunities are for the Church of God in Ashton to be ‘a 
worshipping, growing and transforming Christian presence’. 

We want as many people as possible from the 7 churches to be part of 
this potentially exciting work and so we hope that congregation 
members, as well as PCC members, will come along and contribute to 
the conversation. 
 
A substantial part of the morning will be spent in small groups discussing 
a range of themes with options to consider, and we really do need your 
voice to be heard and your ideas shared. There will be space for fears 
and concerns to be aired as well as hopes and dreams. The more people 
that are present, the richer the conversation will be. 
 
A follow up meeting for the working group has already been arranged in 
March when we will look at how we take forward the fruits of the day. 
Please do come if you can and, whether or not you can come on the 
day, please do pray that God will lead and guide, inspire and bless us as 
we seek to build his church and further the work of his Kingdom in 
Ashton. 
 

Archdeacon Cherry 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Peace and love are always alive in us,  
but we are not always alive to peace and love. 

 Julian of Norwich 
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St Gabriel’s Reverse Advent Calendars 

for Infinity Initiatives 
 

In Advent 2017, St Gabriel’s Junior Church decided they wanted to put 

something back into the community and, using an idea they had seen 

elsewhere, decorated some boxes in Christmas wrapping paper, put a 

message on the top and then each took one home, giving the 

remaining boxes out to different families in the St Gabriel’s congregation.  

 

Altogether 10 boxes were distributed and every day of Advent the 

children and the families put something nice into the box so that by the 

end of Advent there were 24 treats in each box. 

 

The boxes were then given to ‘Infinity Initiatives’ in Ashton, a charity 

which St Gabriel’s has been supporting for a few months. Gemma, the 

lady in charge, came to collect the boxes on Christmas Eve and told us 

all about the work they do for families who had greater needs than 

many of us can even imagine. Straight after church she headed off to 

distribute our boxes to families who otherwise would have had very little 

joy at Christmas.  

 

The children in Junior Church were delighted to be doing something 

good at Christmas: 

 

“I’d been asking my Mum what we 

could do to help the homeless people – 

this was perfect.” 

“I really enjoyed going shopping with 

my Mum and Dad and choosing nice 

things to put in the box.” 

 

“I chose things that I would like – that 

way I knew their children would like 

them too.” 

 

“It felt good being able to help others 

who are not as lucky as us.” 

 

This venture was so successful I am sure 

we will do it again next year – perhaps 

other churches might like to try it? 
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Boarfold Scout Camp 
 

On Friday 1st December Sarah (3rd Ashton Scout Leader ) and Tina (3rd Group 

Scout Leader ) took a number of Scouts, with the supervision of Alan Fish 

(Assessor), to Boarfold Scout Camp for an overnight camp and a hike on the 

Saturday.  

The evening started off by putting up tents in a very muddy field and then 

getting the camp fire going.  Afterwards the Scouts set up the cooking area 

and cooked us all hot dogs, and drank tea and hot chocolate.  The evening was 

relaxed by the camp fire with Mark Howarth leading us in camp fire songs.  We 

all headed for bed around 11.00pm as we had to be up early to go for a hike.   

Up at 7.45am - fire going and breakfast of bacon and sausages were being 

cooked.  Sandwiches were then made for the hike.  We had the arrival of our 

Girl Scouts at about 10.00am to join us for the hike.  Everything was packed 

away and put in cars ready for our return at 3.00pm.  Everyone enjoyed the 

walk and Alan Fish congratulated Sarah and I on getting our night's away 

permit  -  now we are legit to take away youngsters camping safely.   

Tina 

3rd Ashton Group Scout Leader 
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St Gabriel’s Fundraising Fashion Show 
 
On Friday 23rd November, St Gabriel’s 
held a Fashion Show to raise money for 
the church, which is currently in need 
of some important repairs to the roof, 
gutters and windows. As we all know, 
it is so difficult to complete these 
repairs without fundraising, so this sort 
of event is sadly essential if we are to 
maintain our church building. 
 

We have tried three different 
organisers  -   ‘Shop to Drop’, ‘Lucy 
Cobb’ of Uppermill and ‘Colours’.   We 
try to vary it as each company seems to 
stock and sell clothes which different 
people prefer.   On this occasion we 
used ‘Colours’, a local company based 
in Stalybridge/Ashton.  
 

One of the things that all the 
organisers ask for is that we have at 
least 75 people present, 
understandably so that they are sure 
that they will make a good profit form 
the event.   We succeeded in selling 
over 80 tickets and a few people had 
indicated they would pay on the door.  
 

However on the night in question we 
only had 67 people there.   Various 
people had called to say they couldn’t 
make it either because they were ill or 
their spouse/child was ill.   There were 
also a few people coming from 
Yorkshire where I teach that couldn’t 
make it as it had snowed that night. 
 

Although the ladies who were present 
enjoyed themselves and bought plenty 
of clothes and the evening went well, 
the organisers decided that as we were 
8 people short of our target they 

would not refund our deposit. This 
deposit was £225!!! This meant that the 
£550 we could have made on the 
evening was reduced to just £325. We 
were devastated.  
 

Organising events is hard work for the 
few people involved; and to have 45% 
of our funds taken off us, effectively 
because of bad weather and illness 
seemed so unfair.  Appeals to the 
company were a waste of time – their 
response was that they are a business 
and so the fact that our fundraising 
was charitable and for the church did 
not concern them in the slightest. 
So be warned fellow fundraisers!   We 
recommend you stay well clear of 
‘Colours’ Fashion Shows. 
 

 I would add that ‘Shop to Drop’ have 
never been bothered if we were 
slightly short of our target and that 
‘Lucy Cobb’ equally was not concerned 
that our numbers weren’t exact. ‘Lucy 
Cobb’ also give 10% commission on all 
the purchases made on the night or by 
people calling in the shop that 
weekend – so our funds raised with 
them were more like £800. ‘Lucy Cobb’ 
looked at the whole picture and even 
went so far as to say that our first St 
Gabriel’s show with them was one of 
the best they have ever done – not 
only because people liked and bought 
their clothes, but also because the 
ladies who came along were lovely and 
the atmosphere was great.  
‘Colours’ did not seem to notice that. 

Sandra Kiy 
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The following is an article in Issue 438 of WebUser from December 2017. 

 

New Church of England Web Site 
www.churchofengland.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Christian Presence in Every Community 

 

It’s perhaps something of a miracle that the Church of England has 

managed to overhaul its website completely in just seven months, but 

that’s exactly what it has achieved with this new mobile-friendly 

relaunch.  In streamlining the site, the designers have placed greater 

emphasis on images and video while better explaining what it means to 

be a Christian and the traditions involved, whether it’s christenings, 

confirmations or funerals.  They’ve also put prayer and worship at its 

heart, with a daily prayer, worship texts and even lessons in how to pray.  

The site is more engaging as a result, and looks more modern too. 

                                                Our rating     

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

The oldest Bible comes back to the UK 
 

The world’s oldest surviving complete Latin Bible returns to the UK this 

autumn. It left these shores for Rome 1302 years ago, when monks in 

the northeast of England sent it as a gift to Pope Gregory II. 
 

The Codex Amiatinus was one of only three produced at the twin 
monasteries of Wearmouth and Jarrow. (One has since got lost, and the 

other survives in fragments.) It was kept safe for centuries at the Abbey 

of the Saviour in Monte Amiata, in Tuscany. Then in the 18th century it 

was sent to the Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, in Florence. 
 

It is the Laurenziana which has now agreed to send it back to the UK, 

alongside the Lindisfarne Gospels, for its exhibition ‘Anglo-Saxon 
Kingdoms’, which begins in October. 

The Bible is 12 inches thick, and weighs 35kg. It contains both Old and 

New Testaments, and was written on 1030 leaves made from the skins 

of at least 515 sheep. It has been called one of the greatest treasures of 

Anglo-Saxon times.  

http://www.churchofengland.org/
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Knit and Natter 
Can you knit or crochet?   Would you like to learn the basics 

and do something worthwhile with the results?     
On Saturday 10th February, in the lounge at 

 St Peter’s Church, between 10am and 1pm, we will be having 
a craft session to make blankets to be donated to causes that have need. These 
may be at home or abroad. We have some DK wool, and needles, but more is 

always welcome. 
Any items started can be taken home and brought back at a later date. 

The group will meet on an adhoc basis and is open to all ages and gender. 
Refreshments will be available 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 

                    Smile Lines  
Special needs 

After booking my 85-year-old grandmother on a flight from London to Amsterdam, 

I called the airline to go over her special needs. The representative listened 

patiently as I requested a wheelchair and an attendant for my mother because of 

her growing confusion, her arthritis and impaired vision to the point of near 

blindness. My apprehension lightened a bit when the woman again and again assured 

me that she understood and that everything would be taken care of. I thanked her 

profusely. ‘Oh, you're welcome,’ she replied. I was about to hang up when she 

cheerfully added, ‘And will your grandmother want a rental car?’ 
 

Express 

I was in the express lane at the supermarket, quietly fuming. Completely ignoring 

the sign, the woman ahead of me had slipped into the checkout line pushing a cart 

piled high with groceries. Imagine my delight when the cashier beckoned the woman 

to come forward, looked into the cart and asked sweetly, ‘So which six items would 

you like to buy?’ 
 

Windows 

She texted her husband from home on a cold winter’s morning: ‘Windows frozen, 

won't open.’ 

He texted back: ‘Gently pour some lukewarm water over it.’ 

She replied five minutes later: ‘Computer really screwed up now.’ 
 

Hands 

A teacher saw a student entering the classroom with very dirty hands. She stopped 

him and said, "John, please wash your hands. My goodness, what would you say if I 

came into the room with hands like that?" 

Smiling, the boy replied, "I think I would be too polite to mention it." 
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A Message from Revd Albert Radcliffe 
- past Rector of Ashton 
 

I trust you are well and managing to keep warm in this cold 
weather!   It reminds me of national service during the 
winter months of 1955 and 56, when even hardened 

Scousers like me put their pyjamas on under their uniforms.   At the moment I 
am getting over playing Father Christmas at our church fair. I was a total failure 
in the role, making one child cry, whereas last year it was every child!   I must 
be mellowing in my dotage. 
And now some shameless self-advertising and catch-up news of a more 
intellectual kind. After publication as a Kindle e-book, my book “The Bible as 
Comedy” is now available as a paperback, published by Pendlebury Press, and 
can be ordered over the internet, postage free, at a cost of £14.00 from 
Amazon Books UK. 
Lest the word comedy in the title should prove misleading, it refers not only to 
comedy at humour, and especially in the Bible to the Hebrew and Jewish love 
of wordplay, but also to comedy as the opposite of tragedy in the 
Shakespearean sense of All's well that ends well. 
In its long history, the Bible and its people have gone through many trials and 
challenges from slavery in Egypt to the horrors of the Holocaust and coped 
with them all. These are the darker parts of the comedy, the contradiction of 
tragedy carrying the hope and promise of light.  Its refreshing perspectives will 
be welcomed by those who struggle to see something new from well-known 
texts. 
It might upset some readers, but one thing is almost guaranteed – you will see 
the scriptures with new eyes, even if you don’t reach the same conclusions.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

        Vernon Shipley 
    

    Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons  
          Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
               24 Hour Personal Service 

 

       87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP 
                   Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599                            

                             Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd 
 

       A member of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Happily, the Church of England still retains some singular parish clergy. Take the 
parish of St James-the-Least-of-All in the county of C…..   for example. Here the 
elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his correspondence to Darren, his 

nephew, a low-church curate recently ordained… 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

Thank you for your contribution to our proposed Parish Cook Book, “My favourite 

weekday dinner at home” – although I have to say that baked beans on a baked 

potato was a little unadventurous, even if I suspect, sadly, true. 
 

It is remarkable how many of my parishioners, when they know they will appear in 

print, apparently dine sumptuously every evening in their own homes. I could not 

help but feel that Miss Carruthers’ “weekday” recipe for “Gratinee de Coquilles 

Saint Jacques” was taking imagination rather too far, when everyone knows she lives 

on scrambled eggs on toast on a tray in front of the television.  
 

Asking the bishop to write the preface for our cook book has not turned out 

entirely successfully, since the greater part of it extolled the virtues 

of fasting. I suspect this may have something to do with his attraction 

to lean, muscular Christianity and his disapproval of my ample waistline. 

And when attending a social occasion at the bishop’s palace, “lean” 

would definitely be my description of the size of the sherry he pours. 
 

When you buy a copy of the book – which I am sure you will do as an act of 

solidarity – do not attempt to follow Colonel Humphrey’s recipe for a Madras curry. 

His father acquired a taste for it when he was serving in India and, regrettably, he 

brought the recipe back to England. It is guaranteed to reduce the bravest of men 

to tears; the Colonel’s four pink gins before dinner seem to give him a certain 

anaesthetic protection. 
 

The editor returned my own recipe, mentioning that the “two large 

glasses of red wine” specified in the list of ingredients was not 

mentioned in the recipe. I had thought it was perfectly obvious 

that they were there to be drunk while making the meal. 
 

The project is to raise funds to repair our medieval tower, which our architect tells 

us is largely held in place by its own weight. It is rather comforting to think that we 

shall preserve it for another generation by selflessly eating our way through roast 

pork, beef Wellington and chicken cooked in a wide variety of unpronounceable 

French sauces.  

  

                    Your loving uncle,     

                   Eustace 
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“End Hunger” campaign targets the UK’s ‘food insecure’ families 
 

Millions of households in the UK are struggling to avoid hunger, as latest figures 
from the United Nations show that nearly three million people in the UK are now 
classed as severely ‘food insecure’, which means they are facing hunger on a daily 
basis. In the whole of Europe, according the UN, only Albania has higher levels of 
food insecurity. 
 

And so it is that the End Hunger campaign, a collation of charities and faith groups 
who are working to tackle food poverty, is demanding that a new cross-
departmental Household Food Security Minister be appointed to tackle the 
problem.  
 

The Bishop of Gloucester said: ‘We know that many more people are living on 
cheap food, much of it unhealthy, or skipping meals, because they are too 
ashamed to visit a foodbank. Whilst celebrating the work that churches and other 
voluntary groups are doing to respond to this urgent need, it is clear to me that 
Government and businesses could and should be doing more to reduce the need 
for foodbanks in the first place.’ 
 

The report also calls on the Government to do something about the problem of 
‘holiday hunger’, when parents whose children receive free school meals struggle 
to feed them during school holidays. The Government should provide holiday clubs 
where such children can be fed, the campaign says. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Love is… 

What do children know about love? When questioned, some four to eight year olds 
came up with the following: 
 

-   When you're born and see your mummy for the first time. That's love. 

-   Love is what makes you smile when you're tired. 

-   If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who hates you. 

-   Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day 

-   I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old clothes and has  

       to go out and buy new ones. 

-   You have to fall in love before you get married. Then when you're married, you   

      just sit around and read books together. 

-   I let my big sister pick on me because my Mum says she only picks on me because  

      she loves me. 

-   Love goes on even when you stop breathing, and you pick up where you left off  

       when you reach Heaven.        

-   When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come                    

        out of you. 
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February 2018 - Parish Sunday Services 
 

 
2nd Sunday before Lent    9.30am St James   Holy Communion + Baptism 
Sunday 4th February    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church 
  11.00am St Peter   Morning Prayer + Baptism    
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion + Baptism 
  
 
 

Sunday next before Lent    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 11th February    9.30am St. Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am  St Michael   Holy Communion      
  11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 

 
1st Sunday of Lent    9.30am St. James    Family Communion 
Sunday 18th February    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church
  11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion  

  
2nd Sunday of Lent     9.30am     St James      Holy Communion 
Sunday 25th February     9.30am St Gabriel    All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am St Peter  Holy Communion 
  11.00am St Michael  Holy Communion  
    4.00pm St James  St James on Sunday Afternoon 

 
 

 Regular Weekday Services 
 
 
 

Tuesday: 12.15pm    St Peter’s        Morning Prayer/Holy Communion 
                     (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
Wednesday:    1.30pm St. James        Holy Communion 
                                (except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church) 
 

Thursday:       11.00am     St. Michael     Holy Communion 
              4.00pm     Holy Trinity    Evening Prayer * 
                          * (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month) 
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Parish Notices 
From the January registers 

 

Baptisms: 
We give thanks with the family of: 
Carter Freddie Wilson  
  

Weddings: 
There were no weddings in January 

 

Funerals: 
We pray for the families of: 
Geoffrey Wood  
Jackie Harrison 
David Rogers 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  

A prayer of Soren Kierkegaard (1813 – 1855) 
 

The birds have their nests and the foxes their holes. But you were 

homeless, Lord Jesus, with nowhere to rest your head. And yet you 

were a hiding-place where the sinner could flee. Today you are still 

such a hiding-place, and I flee to you. I hide myself under your 

wings, and your wings cover the multitude of my sins. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £12.95 per hour.  
Tel Angela Robbins 
Christ Church, Oldham Rd Choir Member  
07713 921676 

  
 

    Well Polished AUL 
     http://www.well-polished.com/F039 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
 
Fr Jules Mambu,  Team Curate (*Mon) 
                          35 Palace Road, Ashton OL6 8HJ                                07897 697503 
 
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate  (*Fri)            285 1382 
            2 Ryecroft Street, Ashton  OL7 0BL 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Items for the Magazine:  
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th February for inclusion in 
the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18. 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 
 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  

Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 

210 Stamford Street 

 

 
ashton@minutemanpress.com 

mailto:ashton@minutemanpress.com

