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Editorial 
 

The celebration of Pentecost this month could be described as a birthday party for the Church, 
as we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit to the first disciples (Acts 2:1-13). 
God’s Promise:    ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised’ (1:4). The 
disciples met expectantly in prayer for God’s promised gift. Just as we look forward to birthday 
presents, how eager are we to receive more of the Spirit in our lives? 
God’s Power:    ‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit’ (4). The disciples needed the power 
of the Spirit to be different: not fearfully gathered behind locked doors, but energised to make 
Christ known. The Spirit can transform our lives into the likeness of Jesus and give gifts to equip 
our witness. Although the disciples’ experience of this power was overwhelming, it was 
essentially an encounter with God’s love. For us, nobody is excluded from this experience. 
God’s Purpose:    The disciples ‘began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’ (4). 
The Spirit empowered their witness, so that everyone heard them speaking in their own ‘native 
language’ (lit: dialect, v8). We all have a story to tell of God’s activity in our lives and it’s the 
Spirit who translates our words and actions into a language that those around can understand! 
At Pentecost, 3,000 people were added to the church in one day! What do we expect of the 
Spirit in our day? 
 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those 
of the Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, 
for editorial purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you 
have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 
0161 330 2771 or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are 
made. 
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                           The Parish Prayer 
 Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to 
grow in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we 

can work together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our 
churches, and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 
 

www.goodshepherdashton.org            Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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The Grace of Giving  - Roger Writes…. 

 
Christian Aid Week always falls in the 

middle of May. It gives us the 

opportunity to think about the needs 

of others around our world and an 

opportunity to give beyond our own 

needs.  

 

Christian Aid has worked tirelessly 

over many years to encourage 

development, to meet urgent needs 

and to aid our understanding of the 

needs of others. Please do give 

generously, this month, to the work of 

Christian Aid. 

 

The amount we can give to others is  

not only to be measured in terms of 

the size of the cheque we write or the 

standing order that we setup, nor in 

terms of the depth of our pockets.  

We are called by God to be generous 

in our self-giving – our time, our 

energy, our talents, our money. Our 

faith is intended to govern our 

lifestyle - how we work, what we do, 

how we spend our spare time, the 

time we give to our families and to 

others. 

 

Everything falls within the scope of 

our discipleship. St. Paul calls us to a 

level of self-giving that matches that 

of Christ Jesus. “Your attitude should 

be the same as that of Christ Jesus,” 

says Paul, “who did not consider 

equality with God as something to be  

grasped, … taking the very nature of a 

servant, being made in human 

likeness … he humbled himself and 

became obedient to death.”  

 

We are called to live self-sacrificial 

lives as followers of Jesus.  

 

Life is not, however, intended to be a 

joyless struggle of self-negation. Jesus 

often talks of the joy that he intends 

should be in us, and Paul talks of joy 

and cheerfulness in giving. Paul and 

other writers of the books which 

make up our New Testaments are 

convinced that lives lived for others 

will not be dour and difficult. They 

believe that we will find a great joy in 

giving of ourselves, our time, our 

energy, our talents and our money. 

 

At a time when our AGMs are being 

held across the Parish, it is 

appropriate to think about our 

finances and the life of our churches. 

…. 

  

Many people in our congregations 

give freely and sacrificially of their 

time and energy to God’s work in our 

Parish. Others offer their particular 

talents as musicians, flower arrangers, 

cleaners, secretaries, treasurers, 

readers, leaders of intercessions, 

administrators, sides-people and 

welcomers, wardens, church council 

members, gift aid secretaries, vergers, 
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etc. Others who have full-time or part-

time jobs give of their monetary 

resources as much, if not more than, 

they give of their time and talents. 

 

All organisations that are working for 

the good of others are facing a hard 

time. The pandemic has drastically 

affected church and charity income 

over the past year. Last year’s income 

for the Diocese of Manchester was 

significantly lower than in 2019. 

 

Please can I take this opportunity to 

encourage us all to review what we 

are able to give to the life of our 

Parish and to the various charities 

that we each support. Recently people 

have volunteered to become, or 

continue as, governors in our church 

schools. Others have taken on new 

roles in our churches. In giving of 

ourselves in these ways, we grow and 

our community and our churches 

become stronger.  

 

The amount we each give through the 

plate or standing order to the Parish 

should be something that we review 

at least annually. Some of us will have 

seen their income drop dramatically 

in this last 12 months, through 

unemployment, reduced hours of 

working or large drops in interest 

rates. They may need to reduce their 

giving.  

 

Sadly, during this last year we have 

lost some stalwart members of our 

congregations and we miss their 

presence and friendship greatly. We 

do also miss what they gave to the life 

of the church. Often the generosity of 

the older members of our 

congregations is a real challenge to 

the rest of us. 

 

Our usual rental income from 

community groups that use our 

buildings has, in most cases, become 

negligible. St. Michael’s car park 

income has decreased substantially. 

We only survived last year by reducing 

our contributions to the Diocese. Last 

year was the first time in 16 years that 

we did not pay our Parish Share in 

full. At present, it seems that the 

amount we can pay this year could be 

even less. 

 

For others of us, our disposable 

income has risen through our staying 

at home during the pandemic, or we 

have now paid off our mortgages, or 

we have had a promotion. Might we 

be able to make a one-off donation of 

some of that bounty to charities and 

to our churches? Or might we be able 

to increase our regular giving? 

 

Some of us will be able to contribute 

to meeting the shortfall in income 

resulting from the loss of generous 

givers or rental income. Please give 

some thought this month, not only to 

Christian Aid and to other important 

charitable causes, but also to the 

needs of this Parish and its ministry 

here in Ashton-under-Lyne. 

What we give in time, talents and 

money, makes a difference both 

locally and across our Diocese.  
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Let’s give thanks for all who give of 

their time, energy and talents, for all 

who give financially. As we review our 

own levels of giving, let’s pray that 

together we will be able to meet the 

challenges ahead. 

 

 

If you want to know more about ways 

of giving, please talk to a Church 

Warden, the Treasurer or Gift Aid 

secretary at your church. 

 

Revd Roger Farnworth 
 

 

 

 Christian Aid Week  -  10th -16th May 2021 
 

*************************************************** 

Thank You! 
We are continuing to receive books of 2nd class stamps to help us to send 

the weekly Readings and Prayers to those who cannot receive these by 

email.  Many, many thanks to those who have been so generous. 
 

*************************************************** 
Temptation 

 

“I can resist anything but Temptation”   -   Oscar Wilde 
 

I think we can all empathise, can’t we?  The pulling power of temptation and 

the super-human effort to resist.  Sometimes we win or sometimes we lose. 

To resist, as Jesus did – Wow.  Yes, he lost his temper in the 

temple and in the garden. He wanted the cup taken away 

from him – who wouldn’t? 
 

Yet he endured, overcame accusations, trick questions, being 

laughed at, his trial, torture, the crown of thorns and finally 

his death and resurrection. 

Such humility, love, grace mercy, passive resistance, faith and courage. 

It really does passeth all understanding.   
 

We will never be the Christians we could and should be, but with God in our 

lives we can and will overcome. 

Thank you God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

God Bless us all.                                                                     Barry Bowden 
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                   May Services 
 

Our churches are open for public worship.  We are required to keep services as 
short as possible, follow social distancing rules and all government restrictions 
and safety advice.  Also, it may be necessary to change or cancel any of these 
services at short notice should government or local guidance change.   
Please check our weekly sheets or with your wardens for up-to-date information. 
Please note that those who are extremely clinically vulnerable/shielding, or who have 
symptoms of a continuous cough or a high temperature or loss of or change to sense 

of smell or taste, should not attend church. 
 

Sundays  
  9.30am Holy Communion or Morning Prayer St Gabriel and St James 

11.00am Holy Communion or Morning Prayer St Michael and St Peter 

St James on Sunday Afternoon          4.00pm         9th, 23rd and 30th May 
 

Thursdays  
  3.30pm Evening Prayer   Holy Trinity 

(Holy Communion on the 1st Thursday of the month) 
 

Please be aware of the need to maintain social distancing and wear your mask in 
church unless you are exempt from doing so. 

 

We shall continue to send out, either by post or email, a weekly sheet containing 
prayers and readings for each Sunday and the readings 

 for the following week. 

Revd Ben Brady 
 

On 18th April we announced in the Parish of the Good Shepherd 
that after an invitation from the Bishop on Lincoln, Ben has formally 
accepted the post of Associate Vicar of Lincoln St Swithin’s and  
Lincoln St Faith with St Martin and St Peter-at-Arches. 
 

Due to COVID the interview process took much longer than usual 
but Ben has now received an official offer and arrangements have 
been made to start in June. 
 

The 2nd May will be Ben’s last Sunday here in the Parish and he will 
be licensed on Sunday 13th June in Lincoln. 
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Share the Benefits of your Covid Vaccination 
 
The Diocese of Manchester has 
partnered with Christian Aid to give 
people an opportunity to give 
thanks for their Covid-19 vaccine and 
help others in crisis across the 
world. 
 
Recognising the deep sense of relief 
and gratitude experienced by many 
people after being vaccinated, the 
two organisations have come 
together to enable people to pass 
the blessing on by making 
a donation to Christian Aid’s 
Coronavirus Appeal. 
Funds from the appeal are helping 
vulnerable communities around the 
world access soap, water, food and 
vital health information in the face 
of the pandemic. Many communities 
around the world face an uncertain 
wait for a vaccine as questions 
remain around the cost and timing 
of a global vaccine programme. 
 
The Bishop of Manchester, Dr David 
Walker said 
“My hope is that people will give 
generously to the work of Christian 
Aid from a place of thanksgiving and 
a desire to see all people being able 
to live safely. However much you 
are able to give, it will be an 
opportunity to share hope and love 
with our brothers and sisters across 
the world who do not have the 
benefits we have.” 

Christian Aid partners have so far 
directly helped over half a million 
people in 27 countries including 
distributing food packages to nearly 
60,000 people struggling to feed 
their families after losing work 
during lockdown and the economic 
downturn. 
 
Going forwards, Christian Aid will 
support vaccination programmes in 
communities by providing data on 
hard-to-reach populations to local 
health services and by working with 
trusted community figures to 
challenge misleading information 
about the virus and vaccination as 
well as any stigma faced by those 
who contract Covid-19. 
 
Christian Aid’s Head of Community 
Fundraising and Public Engagement 
Chine McDonald said: “The 
coronavirus pandemic has shown us 
that none of us are safe, until all of 
us are safe. It has been amazing to 
see the speed at which the vaccines 
have been rolled out in the UK – 
every jab in someone’s arm brings 
us closer to the end of Covid-19. 

https://events.tapsimple.org/page/christian-aid/giving-thanks-for-our-vaccines-in-the-diocese-of-manchester
https://events.tapsimple.org/page/christian-aid/giving-thanks-for-our-vaccines-in-the-diocese-of-manchester
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“But the reality is that richer 
countries like ours are getting more 
access to vaccines, while the poorer 
countries in which Christian Aid 
works are left at the back of the 
queue. As a Christian organisation, 
we believe that every person is 
equal in the sight of God and worthy 
of living lives with dignity, equality 
and justice. 
 
“We’re delighted to work together 
with the Diocese of Manchester to 
give people an opportunity to say 
thanks and help protect our global 
neighbours while the vaccine is out 
of reach.” 

The appeal launch comes after 
nearly two thirds of people asked in 
a UK poll agreed that a global 
COVID-19 vaccine programme 
should be created which does not 
prioritise richer countries over 
poorer ones. 
 
Sixty-three per cent of respondents 
to the survey commissioned by 
Christian Aid said they wanted to 
see countries working together to 
create a global COVID-19 vaccine 
programme that would not 
prioritise developed countries over 
developing countries. Only 11% 
disagreed. 

To donate, call 020 7523 2046 or go to the Christian Aid website 

***************************************** 
 

Prayers for 

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh   June1921- April 2021 

 
Remember, O Lord, your servant Philip, who has 

gone before us with the sign of faith and now 

rests in the sleep of peace. According to your 

promises, grant to him and to all who rest in 

Christ, refreshment, light and peace; through the 

same Christ our Lord.    Amen.  

 

Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our 

understanding, surround the Queen and the 

Royal Family with your love, that they may not be overwhelmed by their 

loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the 

days to come. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen 
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Parish Notices 
 

From the April registers: 
 

Baptisms: 
We give thanks with the family of: 
      Ned George Murray 
 

Weddings: 
There were no weddings in April 
 

Funerals: 
We pray for the families of: 
 

                     Peter Stuttard                               Beatrice Hadfield 
 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £13.95 per hour.  
 
 

Tel Angela Robbins 
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member  

    07713 921676 
 

                                         Well Polished Tameside 

covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport 
 

http://www.well-polished.com 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Free national phoneline bringing 
worship and prayer 

Government figures show that 2.5 million people aged 
75 and above have never used the internet. And so, to help them, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, recently launched a free national 
phoneline to bring worship and prayer into the homes of those without 
access to the internet.   
Daily Hope, which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – offers 
music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the 
Church of England.  
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
 
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate  (*Fri)            400 1556 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 
 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  

Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 

 

210 Stamford Street 

 

 
ashton@minutemanpress.com 

mailto:ashton@minutemanpress.com

