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Editorial 
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are calling Christians of every denomination to join 
in with Thy Kingdom Come, a prayer initiative between Ascension and Pentecost (25th May 
to 4th June), to pray for the nation to know Jesus Christ. It is a time to seek the empowering 
of the Holy Spirit, that we may be effective witnesses to Jesus Christ.  
Praying for others to know Jesus is one of the most powerful things we can do. Persistent 
prayer for others brings transformation to their lives. As Paul writes: ‘Devote yourselves to 
prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our 
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I 
may proclaim it clearly, as I should.’ (Colossians 4: 2-4). 
The Archbishops are encouraging us to choose five people who we can pray for regularly. 
Why not ask God to guide you, as you settle on five names and commit to praying for them 
daily, perhaps by using the following prayer: 
‘Loving Father, in the face of Jesus Christ your light and glory have blazed forth. 
Send your Holy Spirit that I may share with my friends the life of your Son and your love for 
all.     Strengthen me as a witness to that love as I pledge to pray for them, for your name’s 
sake.             Amen.’ 
 

If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!! 
The views expressed in articles in the magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Parish of The Good Shepherd. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if 
you have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 

0161 330 2771 or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
 

Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow 
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work 
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, 
and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 

 

www.goodshepherdashton.org                                Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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     The Church  in the Contemporary World: Refugee Crisis 
 

I would like to share with you some 
reflections on the Church mission in 
the modern world especially with the 
Refugee Crisis affecting the world 
today.  
 

The church is always part of the 
society, a social reality and a driving 
force in history.  So the joys and 
hopes, the grief and anguish of the 
people of our time, especially of 
those who are poor afflicted, are the 
joys and hopes, the grief and anguish 
of the Church as well.  The Church is 
expert in humanity, nothing that is 
genuinely human fails to find an echo 
in Jesus followers.   In other words, I 
want to reflect on the role of the 
Church in the world of globalisation.  
How the Church can be relevant in 
the globalised world today? How the 
Church should react on the Refugee 
Crisis today? 
 

I recognise the complexity of the 
issue, and realise that many of you 
may not agree with my approach. 
I believe that the diversity of opinions 
makes the Church of England unique 
in the earth.  So it is something we 
should preserve and be proud with. 
 

This article will be divided into four 
parts : 
 
 

1  What causes the Refugee Crisis? 
 

Many of us saw the picture of a little, 
lifeless three year old Syrian named 

AYLAN washed up on a 
Mediterranean beach. What we saw 
broke our hearts. This drama forced 
me to ask this question: how did this 
refugee crisis come to be? 
 

First thing: the refugee crisis is not a 
recent phenomenon. It’s just new to 
Europe and the West. According to 
Patrick Kingsley: “ By the end of 2014, 
just 14% of the world’s displaced 
people lived in the developed world. 
Less than 6% of Syrian refugees had 
applied for asylum in Europe” 
(Patrick Kingsley In the Guardian, 
Wednesday 9th December 2015). 
 

The recent trends in the inflow of the 
migrants/Refugees into Europe 
reflect a combination of several 
factors where Refugees come from 
both internal (Political instability, 
Social unrest, violence, wars, bad 
governance...) and external 
(Globalisation, Neo liberalism, 
Structural adjustment, Capitalism 
and Breton Wood Institutions.) 
 

In the light of this, we can’t blame 
refugees/migrants as causes of this 
Global movement.  Powerful 
countries, multinationals and global 
institutions should be blamed for the 
global insecurity.  Powerful countries 
become more rich, poor countries 
still in absolute poverty and 
dependency. 
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2   How many Refugees/Asylum 
Seekers are in the United Kingdom 
today? 
 

Living in the United Kingdom, it 
seems important to know how many 
refugees living in our country. There 
are an estimated 60 million people 
throughout the world who have been 
forced to flee their homes. Recent 
conflicts in developed world are 
created more than 15 million 
refugees worldwide. 
But developing countries host over 80 
percent of people. So there are an 
estimated 117,234 refugees living in 
the United Kingdom.  
That’s just 0.18 percent of the total 
population of 64.1 million people 
(British Red Cross 2015, Refugee 
facts and figures).  
According to this report, UK has less 
than 1% of refugees worldwide 
population.  Our country must do 
more to welcome Refugees/Asylum 
Seekers. 
 

3  What role can the Church as an 
institution play? 
 

By Church, I do not mean the 
Hierarchy (Bishops, Clergy or those in 
responsibility).  I mean all who are 
baptised in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The hierarchy have a 
huge role to play for direction and 
guidance. I am so glad the Church is 
finally being moved to action around 
caring for our brothers and sisters 
who are fleeing violence. But more 

should be done as community of love 
and faith. 
 

The modern Church must be 
prophetic. 
 

Facing several challenges in the 
modern world, the church must 
adapt her teaching to become 
relevant today. Like in the Old 
Testament, a key aspect of the 
prophetic role was to watch over the 
covenant. Whenever, Israel broke the 
covenant, the prophets would 
challenge them and warn of the 
consequence. For example Isaiah, 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 
 

In her prophetic mission, the role of 
the Church is not to accommodate 
the world or please the world but to 
remind the world against injustice. So 
one of the greatest threats is 
persecution. Example to be find on 
the book of Revelation (Rev 3:21: 
John’s letters to the seven churches 
are an example). 
 

Jesus is a good example of prophetic 
mission,  “ The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon Me because of which He has 
anointed Me to preach Good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim deliverance to the captives, 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
send forth in deliverance the 
oppressed” (Luke 4:18).     
 

While there are significant 
complexities to this current crisis, the 
church cannot be silent. The church 
has to stand up, speak up for social 
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justice and concrete action. By doing 
so, the church will become credible, 
more visible and relevant.  We will 
attract more people a new followers.  
Because changing the world still a 
task for the church. 

 
4  How Christians could see the 
migration drama in the modern 
church? 
 

As Christians in the globalised world, 
we need to avoid falling prey to those 
trying to manipulate public opinion 
by inciting fear, by claiming that 
refugees are here for our money, 
houses, benefits...when we picture  
women, children and men coming 
across the sea, we must not envision 
them as potential terrorists and 
criminals.  
The truth is that the majority are 
seeking refuge from terrorists, 
violence, war and persecution. So 
they are the threatened ones. 
Christians must understand that they 
have a divine mandate to love the 

alien (Leviticus 19:34) and welcome 
the stranger (Matthew25; 35-36).  
The church should be a place of 
compassion and Mercy for everyone. 
Those strangers should feel 
welcomed in our church because they 
are the future of our churches and 
society.  
 
To conclude my article, I would like to 
say that Refugees, Migrants are our 
brothers and sisters in search of as 
better life, far away from poverty, 
hunger, exploitation and the unjust 
distribution of the planet’s resources 
which are meant to be equitably 
shared by all.  
 
Don’t we all want a better, more 
decent and prosperous life to share 
with our loved ones? Let us fight 
against the causes of migration than 
the effects. 
 

Wishing you all Happy Easter 
Fr Jules MAMBU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Smile Lines 
 

 

 

 

Invitation to: 

Revd George Reeves’ Licensing Service 
 

12th June at 7.30pm at St Mark's Church 
Levenshulme  

(Broom Lane, M19 3HP) 
 

All are welcome, although numbers would  
be appreciated for catering purposes. 
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A Fond Farewell………….      

Well my time in Ashton-under-Lyne is well and truly 

coming to an end now, and I beg a little self-indulgence. 
 

Virtually 4 years has flown by.  Yes, there have been 

good times and less good ones.  This has been a really 

broad experience for a newbie curate to get his head 

around.  There have been many, and I mean many, experiences that I will be 

taking forward with me into my future ministry. 
 

Each of our 5 churches are rich with personality and their own heritage and 

story.  St Gabriel's, you wonderful people, let me play with chairing your 

DCC and generally get involved in the lifeblood of the church.  Holy Trinity 

was a baptism of fire, my first service there being its last regular Sunday 

service with the Bishop suggesting that I help with the incense.  Never let 

it be said that he doesn't have a sense of humour!  St Michael's for giving 

me an experience of leading church in a building with things in the wrong 

place, just who put the pulpit there?  St Peter's for showing me the 

opportunities for fellowship services like the Tuesday lunchtime 

services.  And last but not least St James, generous in allowing us to 

introduce the Café Church with the schools, in a church that is otherwise 

quite traditional. 
 

Many of you will know that the tradition of the churches in Ashton is not 

generally my background of how church works.  Amongst other things, I'm 

still reminded about my Clint Eastwood quip at wearing a chasuble at Holy 

Trinity last summer.  I've not quite got my head around singing the 

responses at the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer at St James'.  As I 

write this in Holy Week, I'm reminded of the veneration of the cross that 

will happen on Good Friday, again not so sure about this.  Thank you one and 

all for your grace and patience in these things. 
 

There has been a mountain of work with schools, a unique and true blessing 

for the parish, and I've learned so much from my time in the 4 that I've 

had the pleasure of working in.  On a very personal note, I really appreciate 

the freedom that I've had to be involved in the life of St Peter's school in 

particular.  It has been a blessing to be on that Governing body, to work 

alongside headteachers Karen & John, the awesome staff there who have 

shared so much with me, as well as giving me licence to go in and do virtually 
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whatever I want to.  That isn't to mention the kids, who have the potential 

to achieve great things.  On a recent visit by the MP, Angela Raynor, she 

was certainly given a run for her money by one young lady, who didn't even 

know who she was. 
 

More than anything else, what I'll take away from Ashton is the 

relationships that I have formed.  I'm not generally going to name names, 

as I'm bound to miss people off and I can't particularly think of anyone 

that I've not got on with.  I feel like I have got to know so many of you, in 

happy and sad times.  Some of those relationships have sadly led to 

funerals, and I have been blessed by the memory of those, especially, 

Betty, Connie, Elsie, George & Dorothy, Graeme, Jim, Joanne, Marion, Mary, 

Peter & Iris, all of whom I had the pleasure of spending time with and 

getting to know quite well prior to their sad deaths.  Having taken the risk 

of naming a few, I hope that there is no offence if I have missed someone. 
 

I have been blessed with working alongside some good friends in Roger 

Reece, Pat, Rob & Louisa, Rachel and obviously Roger Farnworth.  Roger has 

been a great training incumbent for me.  Our relationship works really well 

as, I believe, that our gifts complement each other.  He is certainly really 

good in areas where I know that I'm not!  I'm really appreciative of all that 

Roger has done for me, his welcome and the absolute grace and 

generosity in which he has allowed me to get involved in areas where other 

vicars may have been more protective.  The future for the parish is one of 

transition, but I ask that you look after Roger, in prayer as well as 

deed.  He carries a lot of responsibility and having seen it at first hand, I 

believe that most will only appreciate how much he carries when he 

eventually is no longer Rector, which I hope is years away! 
 

It is with mixed emotions that I leave.  I'm really excited by all that I'm 

expecting God to be doing in Levenshulme, getting to know new people and 

being able to take 2 churches forward in mission.  It's also sad though to 

be moving on from the friendships that I've formed here in Ashton.  My 

licensing is on 12th June 2017 at 7.30pm at St Mark's Church in 

Levenshulme and it would be great to see many of you there.    
 

Take care one and all, and I'll be praying for you. 

                                                George 
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 Ask, Seek and Knock 

 

            "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 

 

Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the 
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer.  There is a prayer at the 
end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your prayers. 
 

This month: 

 Please pray for the future of our parish as we start to enter 

another period of transition.  Pray for relationships to grow well 

with the parishes of St John's Hurst and Christ 

Church Ashton.  Pray that we have the grace to listen to the Lord 

for guidance and reassurance during this difficult time. 
 

 Please pray for the Diocesan 'Fit for Mission' programme.  Pray for 

wisdom and discernment that God's will be done, and that whatever 

the future model of ministry is, it is understood and communicated 

well.  Pray for calmness and understanding from all, and that people 

don't feel concerned by change, but rather see how God is using 

this process. 
 

 Please pray for our schools as they go through SATS and approach 

the end of term.  Pray for the energy of the staff and children to 

keep on going.  Thank God for their dedication and hard work. 
 

 Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill or 

in need of God's healing touch at this time.  Please pray for God to 

heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to bring them 

comfort.   
 

Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and help 
us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.                                                                                                                                  

Amen 
 ***************************************************** 

                          Smile lines………     

Who’s been good? 
A father of five young children won a toy at a raffle. Back home, he called his 

children together to let them determine which one should have the present. ‘Who is 

the most obedient?’ he asked. ‘Who never talks back to Mother? Who does 

everything she says?’      Five small voices answered in unison: ‘You do, Daddy!’ 
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.BLAST!   
Events to commemorate 100 years since the 

munitions explosion that occurred on June 

13th 1917 in Ashton-under-Lyne  
  

Tuesday 13th June 2017 at 4:20pm 

St Peter’s children will be performing a song cycle in Ashton Town centre 

to mark exactly 100 years since the tragic event 
  

Thursday 22nd June at 6:30pm 

St Peter’s Church will be hosting an evening where the children from St 

Peter’s school will perform the song cycle - with all donations given to The 

Royal British Legion  
  

Wednesday 19th July & Thursday 20th July at 6:00pm 

St Peter’s Year 6 children’s end-of-year production ‘BLAST!’ (a musical 

written by the children) to be held at St Peter’s CE Primary School —
tickets available from the school -£3.00 each 

 
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Fashion Show 
Once again St Gabriel’s Church will be hosting a 

 Lucy Cobb Fashion Show  

on Friday 5th May 7.30pm 

Be sure and get your tickets early –  

                        this is a very popular event! 
 

 
 

Cash Box Credit Union is a community savings and loan 
cooperative, where members pool their savings to lend to one 
another and help run the credit union. 
  

You can join Cash Box if you live or work in Tameside; this is our 
‘common bond’. Cash Box offers a safe place to save your money 
and somewhere to borrow at low rates of interest. 
 

Find us at www.cashbox.org.uk 
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The Ven John Barton considers the amazing, joyful hope of the disciples… 
 

A Strange Farewell     –  Ascension Day Thursday 25th May 
 

One of the most extraordinary passages in the Bible tells the story of Christ’s 

goodbye, which we call the Ascension:  

 

“While He was blessing them, He parted from them and was carried up into 

heaven. And they, after worshipping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 

and were continually in the temple praising God.” 

 

It was the last time the apostles would see Jesus. They had experienced the utter 

catastrophe of His death, followed within days by the triumph of His resurrection. 

Later, He left them. Instead of the sadness we might expect after His final 

farewell, they were exuberant and went back to Jerusalem. What an 

extraordinary reaction. Jesus had gone, Jerusalem was fraught with danger, yet 

they seemed brimful with confidence.  

 

Ringing in their ears was His repeated teaching about 

the Kingdom of God and the commission to preach 

forgiveness of sins throughout the world, beginning at 

Jerusalem. They were to wait there until they were 

“clothed with power from on high.” Far from feeling 

abandoned, they were full of hope and eager to be 

equipped for their vocation. They and the Christian 

community would represent Christ on earth, as He 

represented them in heaven, “seated at the right 

hand of the Father”, in the words of the Creed.  

 

All this is temporary. God has not planned the world to remain in its present state 

in perpetuity. Our particular era may seem to be particularly grim, but it is but 

one strand in human history and we are no more distinctive than any other 

generation. Although the world as it is seems to be lasting a long time, we are 

living in what the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews calls ‘the final age’. We are 

to anticipate a finale, when Christ’s rule will be apparent to all. There’s an Old 

Testament proverb which is particularly apt: “Many are the plans in a person's 

heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” Isn’t that exactly what we hope 

for every time we pray for God’s will to be done on earth, as in heaven?  

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury and others are prompting us to join in a global 

‘wave of prayer’ between Ascension and Pentecost (25 May to 4 June), 

concentrating on “Your Kingdom Come”. That will make us usurpers, praying for 

God’s Kingdom to displace all others! It will also make us one with Christ.   

 

 

Quote:   All my discoveries have been made in answer to prayer - Isaac Newton 
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An article by Sara Maitland in the Countryfile 

magazine.    

Long part of the fabric of village life, rural churches 

should remain open to communal use 

 

Almost every hectare of Britain is 
located in a parish, part of the establish 
Church.  There are about 25 exceptions 
to this – the royal peculiars, which 
belong to the monarch, and, believe it 
or not, the nine non-royal peculiars. 

In rural, not in urban, areas, a parish is 
the smallest unit of local government.  
However, more than half of these so-
called “civil parishes” do not have the 
same boundaries at the Church’s 
parishes. 

Every parish has, or had, a church. 
These parish churches are among the 
glories of Britain’s architectural history, 
embracing 1,400 years.  There are 
perhaps 10 or so that are 
predominantly Anglo-Saxon, although 
none are entirely unaltered, and many 
more with elements from before the 
Norman Conquest. 

Alongside their artistic and historical 
importance, our rural churches have 
also been symbols of community, even 
identity.  One of the traditional 
definitions of a “village” as opposed to 
a “hamlet” is that it has a parish 
church. 

In the 1930’s more than 7% of babies 
were baptised in the Church of England 
and about 80% of weddings took place 
in the bride’s local church.  Most 
people were buried in their parish’s  

 

graveyard.  Often the church hall is the 
only public indoor space in a village, so 
everything from parties and elections 
to youth groups and jumble sales were 
held there. 

The parish church held the village 
community’s history.  So much of that 
has gone now.  In 2014, for the first 
time, Sunday attendance in the Church 
of England fell below a million – a third 
of which it was in the 1960’s.  Fewer 
than 1.5% of people go regularly to any 
church at all.  Over 70% of weddings 
are not celebrated in a church; more 
than three quarters of people are 
cremated not buried.  And yet, still the 
churches stand in their village, 
beautiful, old and often much loved.  
Our countryside is unimaginable 
without them. 

This all creates a key question.  Who 
owns these buildings when there is not 
a real worshipping congregation for 
them to belong to?  The Church or the 
community where they have been 
located for so long?  (This is a moral 
question – the legal position is clear). 

Some have been sold into private 
ownership and converted into housing.  
There are about 10 parish churches for 
private sale at the moment (though not 
all are rural).  This deprives a village of 
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a potential community asset, as well as 
of a sense identity and history. 

Within the Anglican Church, there is 
awareness of the issue; apart from 
anything else, of the expense of 
maintenance.  In 2006 (amended in 
2011), they changed the faculty rules 
so that churches could be rented out to 
suitable second parties without being 
formally closed for worship. 

There are now more than 35 post 
offices operating in churches that are 
still used for religious services; some 
community shops, Citizens Advice 

Bureaux, night shelters, foodbanks, 
nursery schools or play groups, 
farmers’ markets, rehearsal space for 
musicians and a community bank. 

There could – should – be more. 

It is not simple.  It is not always clear 
how to insert modern plumbing into a 
12th-century building without damage; 
it is not easy to find a comfortable 
accord between church and the wider 
community; and it is never simple to 
change anything that carries such deep 
and complex emotions for a small 
community.  But we have to try. 

 

Deadline for cashing in your old £1 coins 

Dig into the pockets of your coats, rummage down the 
backs of your chairs and couch, empty your piggy bank, 
look in your car – do whatever it takes, but FIND all those 
old £1 coins that may lurk around your house – before it is too late.  
 

For this autumn, the little round £1 we have known since 1983 will become 
worthless. The Treasury has just brought out a new 12-sided £1 coin. The change to 
the new silver and gold dodecagon is the largest to affect the UK’s currency since 
1998, when the old 50p coin was abandoned for a smaller, shiner version. 
 

The face side of the new £1 coin features the Queen, while the tail side features four 
emblems: the English rose, the leek for Wales, the Scottish thistle and the shamrock 
for Northern Ireland – all emerging from a single stem within a crown. 

 

 

   Saturday 13th May 2017 

Hurst Fest 
 at Ashton United Football Ground 

Event commences at 11.00am 
A day of fun for all the family – lots of activities,  

stalls, food and entertainment. 
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                       Saturday 20th May 2017 

               W.E.A. 8th Annual Art Exhibition  
                      10.00am till 3.00pm 

                   Admission £1.00 
                    Refreshments available throughout the day 
                          Hot lunches available from 11.30am 
 

**********************************************************

Friends of Ashton Parish Church  
  

Why not become a Friend of Grade 1 listed Ashton 

Parish Church, and be part of this beautiful Church? 
 

Join us on our summer outings and other places of 

interest. We have an annual lunch, and you are 

welcome to join in the Friends actives during Heritage Weekend, if you so 

wish. You would receive three newsletters during the year informing you of 

our news and also what is happening in the Church. There is an annual 

subscription of £5.00.  

For further details please contact: 

Elaine Gaskell (Secretary) on 330 5176 
 

**********************************************************

USPG Lent Appeal 2017 
 

Many girls in Malawi are unable to attend school.  The biggest barriers are unhelpful 
expectations and peer pressure, the absence of girl-only toilets, and a lack of uniforms 

and educational materials.   
 

Imagine being 14years old and watching your dreams of a future slip away. 
In response, USPG and the Anglican Church of Malawi are running a programme to 

increase school attendance among girls. 

 A gift of £9 could provide a girl facing dangerous peer pressure with the safety of a 
newly-established after-school club. 

 A gift of £16 could give a girl still stuck at home her ticket to school with a uniform 
and the necessary supplies. 

 A gift of £48 could provide eight schoolgirls, worried about using the toilet while at 
school, with access to a much-needed, private girl-only toilet. 

To make a donation go to www.uspg.orguk/lent 
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The following items have been sent by Barry Bowden 

The Key to Holiness 

Draw near to Me, My children.  Contact with Me is the panacea for all ills. 

Remember that Truth is many-sided.  Have much tender Love and Patience for all 
who do not see as you do.  

The elimination of self is the key to holiness and happiness, and can only be 
accomplished with My help.  Study My life more.  Live in My Presence.  Worship Me. 

I said in Gethsemane, “If it be possible let this cup pass”  I did not say that there was 
no cup of sorrow to drink from. 

When they nailed me to the Cross, I said “Father forgive them, for they know not 
what they do”. I did not say that they must not do it.  When My disciple, Peter, 
urged Me to escape the Cross, I said, “Get thee behind Me, Satan”. 

When my disciples failed to help the epileptic boy, I said, “This kind cometh not out 
but by Prayer and Fasting”.  I did not say, “You imagined that he was ill.  Nothing is 
wrong”. 

When the Bible says, “God has purer eyes than to behold evil” it means to impute 
evil to His people.  He always sees the good in people but remember that I “beheld 
the city, and wept over it”. 

 

Your Cross is You   

Remember, you are only an instrument.  Not yours to decide how or when or where 
you act.  I plan all that.  Make yourself very fit to do My work.  All that hinders your 
activity must be cured. 

Mine is the Cross on which the burdens of the world are laid.  How foolish is any one 
of My disciples who seeks to bear his own burdens, when there is only one place for 
them – My Cross. 

It is like a weary man on a hot and dusty road, bearing a heavy load, when all plans 
have been made for its carriage.  The road, the scenery, flowers, beauty around – all 
are lost. 

But, My children, you may think I did say, “Take up your cross daily, and follow Me”. 

Yes, but the cross given to each one of you is only a cross provided on which you 
can crucify the self of yours that hinders progress and Joy, and prevents the flow 
through your being of My invigorating Life and Spirit.  

Listen to Me, love Me, joy in Me.  Rejoice. 
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Dates for Your Diary 

 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

 

 

Coffee Mornings 
            Saturday 20th May 
        and every 3rd Saturday 
           10.30am – 12.30pm 
        at St Michael’s Church 
           with Bring and Buy 
                     Do join us! 

 
 

Café Church at 
 St James’ Church 

Weds 10th May at 1.45pm 
     Everyone is welcome! 

 

    Café Church at  
    Costa Coffee Ashton 

   Sunday 21st May 3pm – 4pm 
     All Welcome!! 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

     Vernon Shipley 
    Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons  

          Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
               24 Hour Personal Service 

 

          87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP 
                     Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599                            

                                    Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd 
                                       A member of the 
                    National Association of Funeral Directors 

Sunday   7th May 10.30am Patronal Festival 
United Parish Service of Holy 
Communion at St Gabriel’s 
 

Weds’day 10th May   1.45pm Café Church at St James’ Church 

Saturday 13th May 11.00am Hurst Fest at Ashton Utd Football 
Ground, Hurst Cross – all day 
 

Saturday 20th May 10am-3pm Art Exhibition at St James’ Church 

  10.30am Coffee Morning at St Michael’s Church 

Sunday 21st May   3.00pm Café Church at Costa Coffee Ashton 
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Parish Notices 
 

Baptisms: 
We give thanks with the family of 

Lyla Wilson  
 

Weddings: 
We rejoice with 
Steven  Gary  Rodgers  and Natalie  Danielle  Beswick 
 

Funerals: 
There were no funerals in April 

  
”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 

So True…….. 
 

Tact:  the ability to shut your mouth before someone else wants 

to.  
                                                                                                      

If it's true that we are here to help others, then what exactly 

are the others here for?                                                                            
 

My inferiority complex is not as good as yours.                              
 

I am in shape. Round is a shape.                                                      
 

Indecision is the key to flexibility.                                                 
 

I'm not bossy. I just know what you should be doing.                     
 
 
 

”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 

 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £11.95 per hour.  
Tel Angela Robbins 
07713 921676 
  

    Well Polished AUL 
     http://www.well-polished.com/F039 
 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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May 2017 - Parish Sunday Services 
 

 

4th Sunday of Easter   10.30am St Gabriel   Patronal Festival 
Sunday 7th May A United Parish Service of Holy Communion 
 There will be no other services in the parish that day 
  
 
5th Sunday of Easter     9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 14th May    9.30am St. Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am  St Michael   Holy Communion      
  11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
 
6th Sunday of Easter    9.30am St. James    Family Communion 
Sunday 21st May    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church
  11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion  

 
  
7th Sunday of Easter     9.30am     St James       Holy Communion 
Sunday 28th May                    9.30am St Gabriel    All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am St Peter  Holy Communion 
  11.00am St Michael  Holy Communion  
    4.00pm St James  St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
 

 Regular Weekday Services 
 
 

Tuesday: 12.15pm    St Peter’s        Morning Prayer/Holy Communion 
                     (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
Wednesday:    1.30pm St. James        Holy Communion 
                                (except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church) 
 

Thursday:       11.00am     St. Michael     Holy Communion 
              4.00pm     Holy Trinity    Evening Prayer * 
                          * (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month) 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
Revd George Reeves, Team Curate (*Fri) 
   1 Windmill Lane, Denton  M34 3RN      336 1850 
Fr Jules Mambu  Team Curate (*Mon) 
                          35 Palace Road, Ashton                                                  07897697503 

 
 
 

 

THE PARISH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD:  
Parish Warden:         Cath Sheldon 18 Essex Road, Debdale Park, Manchester   07702 137596  
Warden Emeritus:    Enid Fisher 243 Mossley Road Ashton                                   308 2795  
Chair of PCC:              Roger Farnworth The Vicarage, Westbury St, Ashton                              330 2771  
PCC Secretary:            
Child Protection:       Moira Wilson  
PCC Treasurer:  Jan Ratcliffe   c/o The Vicarage, Westbury St, Ashton            330 2771 
Parish Magazine:       Roger Farnworth The Vicarage, Westbury St, Ashton                              330 2771 
  
 
 
 

Items for the Magazine:  
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th May for inclusion in the 
next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 

 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 


