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Editorial 
‘A cold coming we had of it. Just the worst time of the year. For a journey and such a long 

journey.’ (Journey of the Magi, T.S. Eliot). 
 

In this poem, T.S. Eliot imagines the journey of the Magi to worship Jesus, as told in Matthew 2. 
This story is at the heart of our celebration of Epiphany, as we remember the astrologers from 
the East following a star to find the baby: ‘Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw His star when it rose and have 
come to worship Him.’ (Matthew 2:1,2). 
 

The Magi provide a powerful picture of the journey we make in searching for God in our lives. 
Like them, it requires time and effort (they travelled for months) and will not always be easy! As 
they followed the star, so we are called to pursue God’s light in our lives. 
 

What does this say to us at the beginning of a New Year? Are we ready to go deeper in our 
relationship with God? Are we looking for new ways to use our time, treasure and talents for 
Him? It is a great time to offer these things to Him, and like the Magi, commit ourselves to 
pursue them. His light, through prayer, worship and His Word, will be our guide on the way. 
 

T.S. Eliot used the imagined journey of the magi to reflect on his own spiritual journey. It reveals 
the pain and doubts he experienced on his long and troubled journey to find the light of Christ. 
He describes finding Christ as a ‘hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death’. Are we 
prepared to make this journey for ourselves? 
 

If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!! 
 

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the 
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial 
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments 
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a 

member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow in 
faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work together 
to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and be 

relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 
 

www.goodshepherdashton.org            Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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NEW YEAR – NEW 

BEGINNINGS?  

 

As the New Year arrives I often 

find myself looking back - 

pondering what has happened over 

the last 12 months - and looking 

forward, wondering what is ahead. 

 

The past year has included for me, 

most recently, the death of my 

mother. In the past 18 months I 

have lost both of my parents. They 

both had good long lives and strong 

faith and they were both looking 

forward to being at home with 

their Lord in heaven. Some of 

Dad’s last words to Mum were, “I 

go to a better, better place.” We 

reflected on the truth of that hope 

as part of Dad’s funeral. 

 

More recently at Mums’ funeral we 
again reminded ourselves of the 

depth of love with which we are 

surrounded as followers of Jesus. 

We can let go of our loved ones 

confident that ‘they rest in him, our 

shield and our defender’, that they 

are surrounded and held in the 

loving arms of our Father God. 

 

Jo, my wife, has been appointed 

Chair of the House of Clergy for 

Diocesan Synod and as result is 

now, for three years, one of the 

senior women priests in our 

Diocese. She holds this new role in 

tandem with her other roles in 

Parish life and as Ecumenical 

Officer for Manchester Diocese. Jo 

thrives in these roles and we look 

forward for God’s guidance for her 

for the future. 

This has been a year when I have 

become more aware of both my 

gifts/strengths and of my 

weaknesses. It was hard to let go of 

the role of Area Dean for the 

Deanery of Ashton and a delight to 

be asked to be Borough Dean of 

Tameside, a role to which I was 

licenced in February 2018. This 

role recognises the work that I 
have been doing over many years 

to create space in the public sphere 

in Tameside for faith communities 

and some of the roles that I have 

played in more recent years in the 

wider charitable sector in 

Tameside. 

 

Our personal circumstances are 

not the only things to reflect on. 

The war in Yemen, the ongoing 

saga of Brexit, the continuing sense 

that we have of being ‘at risk’ in a 

world where terrorism is a serious 

threat, all crowd in on our thinking. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwittojq4J_fAhWiMewKHeP5AtAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-peace-faith-and-hope.html&psig=AOvVaw2HFzZ1kBXQdU1FbCGDlUIP&ust=1544891860709946
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The uncertainty in national politics 

and the reducing value of the 

pound suggest that change in 

coming months is not going to be 

easy, whatever political 

negotiations bring about. Many 

things can leave us leave us with a 

real sense of worry and concern.  

 

What was 2018 like for you? What 

were the ‘highlights’ and the 

‘lowlights’? What seemed to leave 

you in the dark? What seemed to 

leave you basking in the light, in the 

sunshine of God’s love? What 

things excite you or worry you 

about the year ahead? 

 

Things of the past as well as our 

present experiences and our 

anticipation of what the future 

holds, make us into the people that 

we are today. Each of our 
experiences over the past year are 

like ‘holy ground’, they are places 

where God was present, even if we 

couldn’t feel him there. They may 

have been places where faith was 

tested, sometimes to the limit, or 

even beyond. They may have been 

places of illumination where God’s 

grace and love for us became 

almost tangible. They may have felt 

mundane and ordinary. There may 

well be things which it is impossible 

to make sense of at the moment, 

storms which will not die down, 

emotions and fears which 

overwhelm us. All of these are 

‘holy ground’. 

 

In a beautiful passage in Isaiah, God 

speaks to his people: 

 

Do not fear for I have 

redeemed you; I have 

called you by name, you 

are mine. 

When you pass through 

the waters, I will be with 

you; 

and through rivers they 

shall not overwhelm you; 

When you walk through 

the fire you shall not be 

burned, and the flame shall 

not consume you. 

For I am the lord your 

God, the Holy One of 

Israel, your Saviour. 

 
A New Year brings opportunities 

for new beginnings, a chance to 

start over. It can be a time when 

we take a significant step forward 

in faith, or in our life circumstances. 

It can be a time when we hear again 

God’s promises to us, when hope 

is renewed, when we determine 

again to commit ourselves to serve 

others. A New Year can be a time 

when we break with the past, when 

we leave behind the old and move 

on to the new. A time to ‘wipe the 

slate clean’. And rightly so! 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwijydfJ4p_fAhXO66QKHQ1hAOcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.weddingclipart.com/image/olive-branch-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw3qKaltqsmvqYiUt-bv_hHB&ust=1544892227517065
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However, let me encourage you to 

remember that we are not just 

people who look forward to the 

future with hope. We are people 

who live in the present, and whose 

identities are shaped by the past. 

We are who we are because we 

have our own story to tell. We 

belong to a particular community 

and share in its joys and sorrows; 

we have a specific family 

background which has shaped who 

we are; we went to a particular 

school or schools; we have lived 

alone or with a partner; we have 

had children, or we have not had 

children, either by choice or 

because of force of circumstance. 

We have each faced the reality of 

loss in our own way. We have been 

able to delight in good news and 

have shared in the joys of others. 

And we can all be encouraged by 
the words of St. Paul in Romans: 
 

“I am convinced that 

neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor rulers, nor 

things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
 

God does want to break into our 

lives, if we let him, to bring healing 

and hope, just as he burst into the 

world on that first Christmas 

morning. Healing and hope for our 

past, for our present and for our 

future. 
 

This New Year, like every New 

Year, brings the promise of new 

hope, new chances, new life. God 

also wants to build on the 

foundations of the past, helping us 

to become the people we long to 

be. People who are confident of 

God’s love through all the 

experiences of our lives. People 

whose faith is built on strong 

foundations, people who have 

found security in his love, even in 

the most difficult of times. People 

whose relationship with God is 

real. People whose lives, past, 

present and future, can be, and are 

being, redeemed by God’s love.  
 

We don’t just have hope for the 

future. God is at work in all of us, 

none of us is the finished article. 

God is redeeming each of us, our 

past, our present and our future. 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth 
 

    

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwijydfJ4p_fAhXO66QKHQ1hAOcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.weddingclipart.com/image/olive-branch-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw3qKaltqsmvqYiUt-bv_hHB&ust=1544892227517065
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiDgMXt76TfAhVJbBoKHb3dBIYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.faithatchrist.com/milestones.html&psig=AOvVaw34-kIbyD3mLqOwlLTxWpUV&ust=1545067672163817
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Ask, Seek and Knock 

 

                "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 
                 knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 
 

Please choose a focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the 
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer.  There is a prayer at 
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your 
prayers. 
 

This month: 

     Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton.  Pray that the 

businesses prosper and that people can find work to support 

their families.  Pray also that the decision makers in the town 

make wise decisions with compassion for all.   

     Prayer – Father God, You gave Jesus to be the light of the whole 

world. Help us to receive His light and to reflect it. Help us not 

to limit the extent of your love by the restrictions of our own 

understanding. Give us wisdom to look upwards and outwards and 

to allow your Holy Spirit to transform us day by day as we serve 

you. Thank you for the gift of wisdom and for those who respond 

to your prompting to find Jesus.   Amen 

    Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill 

or in need of God’s healing touch at this time.  Please pray for 

God to heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to 

bring them comfort.  

Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and 
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.              
                                                                                                                             Amen  
                                                                                                                         

***************************************************** 

                                   Scouts Please!  
 

3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for 

new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs. 

We meet every Tuesday at 7.15pm to 9.00pm 

at St James Church. 
     

                                For more information contact Tina 

               Group Scout Leader  -   07411773336 or tina@dah.co.uk 

mailto:tina@dah.co.uk
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St Gabriel’s Community Place of Welcome 

 

Do you ever have that Monday 

morning feeling when the week ahead 

looks gloomy and long? 

 

If so, maybe you could start your week 

by coming along to St Gabriel’s church 

hall on a Monday morning between 

9.30 and 12.00. There you will be 

treated to an endless supply of tea, 

coffee and toast and even occasionally 

cake and biscuits. And the best thing is that it is also free of charge! 

 

The St Gabriel’s Place of Welcome was set up to provide somewhere 

warm and safe for people to go every week to spend time chatting to 

other people and enjoying their company – we know that many people 

feel lonely and fed up - especially in the winter months – 

so we hope this provision will help to combat those 

feelings and give people a good start to their week. 

 

On different weeks we will invite people in to talk to us 

about health and well-being, to give tips on how to 
maintain a healthy body and a positive mind-set even when 

we are all dealing with various illnesses and conditions. We have 

engaged with specialists who can teach chair 

aerobics and provide occasional music, singing 

and craft activities. 

 

On top of this we provide a little entertainment 

of our own with a weekly table top quiz and 

bingo (with prizes!) and can even tap into the 

skills of our visitors.  

 

This week we were all entertained by Barbara’s 

hilarious Lancashire dialect poems and Arthur’s 

amazing card tricks. We can’t wait to see what 

happens next week!      
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St Gabriel’s Community Place of Welcome    (contd) 

 

 
Do come along – or 

encourage your older 

relatives and friends to join 

us. Some of our visitors 

arrived saying they would 

‘just try it and come every 

now and again’ – already 

they are regulars and love 

every minute of it! 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

2020 Lambeth Conference 
 

The 2020 Lambeth Conference will be held in 
Canterbury from 23rd July to 2nd August.  The theme 
is to be ‘God’s Church for God’s world’, and the aim 
is to help the Communion to ‘look at something greater and bigger than 
ourselves, and not to quibble around the little things in the family’.   
It is certainly a big family:  every ‘active’ bishop within the Anglican 
Communion’s 40 Provinces will be invited, and with spouses coming, the 
total number of delegates will be more than 800. 
 
Lambeth 2020 will be the Archbishop of Canterbury’s first Lambeth 
Conference. In a video message, Archbishop Welby said: ‘We do have 
very important differences, but we must show that we respect each 
other as sisters and brothers in Christ, and that we learn to disagree in a 
way that demonstrates that we love and value each other….But, 
whatever views we come with, we come to be under the authority of 
Scriptures, and inspired by the Spirit.’ 
 
The Archbishop said that he hoped the bishops would ‘look outwards at 
the world that needs the good news of Jesus Christ.’ 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjgmfj85J_fAhXB8qQKHZWXCAoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://thebookofjob2.weebly.com/theological-perspectives.html&psig=AOvVaw1DBxxDYromgcCfbcq5MB0a&ust=1544892783722205
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Peace Bell 2018 Project  

 

At the start of 2018, it was decided by the 3rd Ashton-u-Lyne Scout Group 

executive committee, under the guidance of Tina Howarth the GSL of the 

group, to commence a 2018 Peace Bell project to be completed on Sunday 

11th November 2018, Remembrance Day.  The project was split into two 

parts, the first being the preparation of a Poppy Remembrance Plot in the 

ground of St. James. Parish Church.  This was done in the first part of the year 

and was completed by the scouts of the scout group, the poppy seeds were 

sourced from Flanders fields and all bloomed in May and June of this year, first 

part completed. 

  

The second part of the project was to source a suitably sized bell have it 

engraved and mounted plus an engraved brass plate giving details of the 

reasons why the Peace Bell was being presented on Remembrance Day in St. 

James' Church again this was completed.  During the week preceding 

Remembrance Day the work took place in the church and the Peace Bell was 

sited in its final position in the church ready for unveiling on 11.11.2018. 
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 What a grand turnout, the church was packed with a good congregation, 

young families with babes in arms, young people, regular parishioners, and a 

very good turnout from the Scout and Guide sections.  Then the time within 

the Remembrance service came for the unveiling ceremony, the person chose 

to unveil the Peace Bell was Derek, who made a short speech giving the 

reasons why the Peace Bell project had taken place, the Peace Bell being 

dedicated to St. James' Parish Church to celebrate the Centenary of the 

Armistice, to remember with honour the parishioners of the church who 

walked forward and didn't return their sacrifice helped to win the PEACE and 

the Peace Bell also commemorates a 110 years of the 3rd Ashton Scout 

Group.  The Peace Bell was well received by all of the congregation and the 

church echoed to its' chimes at the end of the service. 

  

A lot of hard work took place to make the project happen and thanks go to all 

the scout leaders, Tina Howarth, Eric Dundavan, Sarah Peevers, Darren 

Hamlyn, Dawn, Jade and James members of the Group Executive Committee 

and we must not forget the Beavers, Cubs, Scout and Explorer Scout who all 

worked hard to make poppies and poppy displays for the church on 

Remembrance Sunday.  Job done! 

Derek 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

 
St Peter’s Church 

Designated Red Cross 

Drop-in Centre   
For Refugees and Asylum Seekers 

Thursday 10.00am – 2.00pm 
The Red Cross will be providing grants to Refugees and Asylum Seekers 

who meet eligibility requirements.  Also providing ESOL classes; 
a hub for other organisation such as NHS, Action Together etc; and a 

signposting service to other organisations. 
Refreshments available   -    All are welcome! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwigipSPyvzeAhUmxoUKHVlgDDAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.services4.me.uk/kb5/nelincs/asch/service.page?id%3DFV8tSg07aiU&psig=AOvVaw3S9n2tUF6kIm8_mheAxEmV&ust=1543683168866123
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What’s On? 
 

 

Café Church at 

 St James’ Church 
 

Wednesday 9
th

 January 1.45pm 

Informal worship with  

tea, coffee and a chat. 

Everyone is welcome 

 

 
St Gabriel’s Church 

Fancy Dress Fit and  

Fun Aerobathon  

Sunday 27th January  

Come along and join us for some fun 

exercise to music and a snack! 

 

 
Laurel & Hardy Evening 

St James’ Church 
7.00pm Friday 1st February 

3rd Ashton (St James) Scout Group presents 

An Evening of Family 
Entertainment 

With Laurel and Hardy   
A film Extravaganza! 

  7.00pm Friday 23rd November  
Adults £3.00  Children £2.00 
(Children under 14 must be 
accompanied by an adult) 

Refreshments + raffle - see Tina for 
more details 07411773336 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Place of Welcome 
St Gabriel's Church are opening their 
doors every Monday morning from 
9.30 till 12.00 to invite people from 
the community in to our building to 
enjoy a free drink and refreshments. 
This is not just for church members 
but for everybody in the 
neighbourhood who would like to 
come along. 
We hope that people will come along 
to socialise and just enjoy each 
other's company. During the morning 
we aim to provide simple 
entertainment such as a quiz sheet, 
some armchair aerobics, bingo, craft 
activities etc. We are sure that some 
of you may even have your own skills 
to share! 
However, none of these are 
obligatory - you may prefer to just sit 
and chat - and that is perfectly fine!   
There is no charge for anything – all 
welcome! 

Sandra Kiy 

 

St. Michael’s  
Open Days 

 

St. Michael’s is open every 
Thursday 10.30am to 3.00pm  
The Eucharist will take place 

as usual at 11.00am  
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjnyuqIlJLeAhVMJBoKHdG1AL0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.londondancingclass.co.uk/&psig=AOvVaw1PCESevFj0445yRjbv8-Un&ust=1540026520419918
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjphqL8yoDeAhUNThoKHYl7DMQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.modern-canvas-art.com/laurel-and-hardy-a-fine-mess-617-p.asp&psig=AOvVaw1xDEnYbSTWvsCuTrxfJ2FX&ust=1539422779965968
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Because 
 

Because you prayed and sent your thoughts across the air 

To ask of God, that every soul who felt despair 

Would sleep tonight, then find tomorrow’s new-born day 

Had chased their fears and sorrows right away, 

Because you prayed that war and earthly strife would cease 

That all the nations of the world might live in peace, 

The peace of God, the Spirit’s highest accolade, 

Will tranquilise your sleep this night, because you prayed. 

 

Because you smiled to cheer that soul who mourned a friend 

Then made her understand that death is not the end, 

That life continues on in other spheres 

Thus helping her to stem the flow of bitter tears, 

Because you smiled when in your own life times were bad, 

And never let the world see you when you were sad, 

Within God’s special keeping you’ll be domiciled 

When you pass over from this life, because you smiled. 

 

Because you heard whenever someone called for help, and lent a hand 

Till they were fit once more upon their own account to stand 

Then told them that they owed you nought for helping them along, 

T’was help someone had given you and said to pass it on, 

Because you heard whenever God called, and strove his will to do 

And counted it an honour that the one He called was you, 

When you return to spirit, God will greet you with the words 

I know you, faithful spirit.  You’re the one who always heard. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiBkIzi9KTfAhUR0xoKHUIeAM0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/126100858292316429/&psig=AOvVaw2xFguRJTVxiqFtYZjlLzQK&ust=1545068725918282
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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity runs 18 – 26 January. By Paul Hardingham. 
 

‘That They Be One’ – a Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

‘‘My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me.’ (John 17:20,21). 

The basis of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is Jesus’ prayer for the unity 
of the Church. We need to pray for greater unity across the denominations, as 
this will help people to believe in Jesus for themselves.  

Paul reminds us that while we are ‘one body and one Spirit’ (Eph 4:4), we have 
to strive for unity: ‘Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace.’ (Ephesians 4:3).  What does this mean practically? 

Love Christians across boundaries: What opportunities do we have to build 
relationships with Christians in other churches, recognising all we share in our 
faith in Christ? As Paul says; ‘Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in love.’ (Eph 4:2). 

Serve Christian across boundaries: How can we show love for other Christians or 
take opportunities to partner together? Despite the fundamental barriers that 
separate us, if we can demonstrate God’s love together, those around see that 
we really are Christians. This brings glory to God! 

‘How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!..there the 
Lord bestows his blessing’ (Ps 133:1,3).  The picture of oil running down Aaron’s 
beard is messy! Striving towards unity is worth the messiness, as it results in 
blessing. 

‘The Lord asks us for unity; our world, torn apart by all too many divisions that 
affect the most vulnerable, begs for unity’ (Pope Francis). 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
   Help our hedgehogs – or lose them forever 

 

The UK has lost half of its hedgehog population since the year 2000.   ‘Project 

Hedgehog’ is one result, a joint initiative between A Rocha UK and the Lea Brook 
Valley Project. 

‘Project Hedgehog’ provides purpose-built, cat-proof hedgehog boxes for private 
gardens. There are also detailed information leaflets on how to make gardens 

hedgehog-friendly.  ‘We need to do this, for God, for nature and for people – and 
we need your help,’ says Andy Atkins, CEO of A Rocha UK. 

If you could help your local hedgehogs, visit:  https://arocha.org.uk/ 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjbuoTh86TfAhUM0RoKHXAGDCIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.stpeterealing.org.uk/a-service-for-the-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity122403.htm&psig=AOvVaw2xFguRJTVxiqFtYZjlLzQK&ust=1545068725918282
https://arocha.org.uk/
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Ten things God won’t ask you when you die  

God won’t ask what kind of car you drove; 

He’ll ask how many people you drove who didn’t have transportation. 

God won’t ask the square footage of your house, 

He’ll ask how many people you welcomed into your home.  

God won’t ask about the clothes you had in your closet, 

He’ll ask how many people you helped to clothe. 

God won’t ask which diet you were on; 

He’ll ask how many hungry people you helped to feed. 

God won’t ask what your highest salary was; 

He’ll ask if you compromised your character to obtain it. 

God won’t ask what your job title was; 

He’ll ask if you performed your job to the best of your ability. 

God won’t ask how many friends you had on Facebook; 

He’ll ask how many people to whom you were a friend. 

God won’t ask in what neighbourhood you lived; 

He’ll ask how you treated your neighbours. 

God won’t ask about the colour of your skin; 

He’ll ask about the content of your character. 

God won’t ask why it took you so long to seek Him; 

He’ll lovingly take you into His Kingdom. 

************************************************** 

Traidcraft to continue – but in ‘skinny’ version 

Traidcraft has made radical changes in order to prevent closure. 

The fair trade pioneer has slashed its product lines and kept just 12 
employees.  It will now focus on a core range of grocery products such as tea, 
coffee, and lavatory paper, and fewer handicrafts. 

But it promises to still challenge the conventional market by adopting a more 
radical approach to labelling, and to ensuring that customers know how much 
money has gone to the producer of each product. 

https://www.iconfinder.com/icons/1471442/floor_human_humble_kneeling_man_people_pose_icon
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjh7YGQ86TfAhXLxoUKHQbfDvwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.traidcraft.co.uk/&psig=AOvVaw15uta0X7AUxitf7vAqIxF4&ust=1545068563117637
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January 2019 - Parish Sunday Services 
 
 
 

 

Epiphany    9.30am St James   Holy Communion + Baptism 
Sunday 6th January    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church 
  11.00am St Peter   Baptism & Service of the Word 
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion + Baptism 
 
Baptism of Christ    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 13th January    9.30am St. Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
   11.00am  St Michael   Holy Communion 
   11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
Epiphany 3      9.30am St. James    Family Communion 
Sunday 20th January    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church
  11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Michael   Morning Prayer 
  
Epiphany 4      9.30am    St James       Holy Communion 
Sunday 27th January     9.30am    St Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
     11.00am    St Peter        Holy Communion   
  11.00am St Michael  Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James  St James on Sunday Afternoon 
  
     
 
 

Regular Weekday Services 
Resume Thursday 3rd January 

 
 

Tuesday: 12.15pm    St Peter’s        Morning Prayer/Holy Communion 
                     (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
Wednesday:    1.30pm St. James        Holy Communion 
                                (except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church) 
 

Thursday:       11.00am     St. Michael     Holy Communion 
              4.00pm     Holy Trinity    Evening Prayer * 
                          * (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month) 
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Parish Notices 
From the December registers: 
 

Baptisms: 
We give thanks with the family of: 
Lilyann Greenwood 
 

 

Weddings: 
There were no weddings in December 
 

Funerals: 
We pray for the family of: 
Margaret Brindley 
 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Let Sleeping Dogs Lie 
 

An old, tired-looking dog wandered into my house.  Slowly he walked into the 

sitting room and fell asleep on the rug for an hour.  The next day he was back 

for another nap. This daily visit and snooze continued for several 

weeks.   Curious, I finally pinned a note to his collar:  ‘Are you are aware that 

your sweet dog comes to my house each day for a nap?” 

The next day he arrived with a different note pinned to his collar: “He lives in a 

home with six children – he’s trying to catch up on his sleep. Can I come with 

him tomorrow?” 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £12.95 per hour.  
Tel Angela Robbins 
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member  
07713 921676 

 

                                         Well Polished Tameside 

covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport 
 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
 
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate  (*Fri)            400 1556 
             
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Items for the Magazine:  
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th January for inclusion in 
the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18. 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 

 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 

210 Stamford Street 

 

 
ashton@minutemanpress.com 

mailto:ashton@minutemanpress.com

