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Editorial 
During Harvest last year, our Deanery launched a joint project with Christian Aid to raise 
funds to help provide healthier futures for women and girls in Ethiopia.  Christian Aid has 
sent an update on the project’s progress (see page 6) which contains a letter of thanks from 
one of the ladies who have benefitted from our help.  Our Archbishops are also hoping to 
reach out and touch the lives of many by creating a Great Wave of Prayer for the 
evangelisation of the nation for Pentecost and we all have a part to play – more information 
soon! 
Also this month, Beryl Carroon tells us how she enjoyed her time at Café Church at St James 
and experimented with some potions; we celebrate the 100

th
 Anniversary of the Theory of 

Relativity and Revd George Reeves has been thinking of the future, for both himself and his 
family, and encourages us to place our trust in the Easter message of love and hope. 
  

If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!! 
 

The views expressed in articles in the magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Parish of The Good Shepherd. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if 
you have any comments to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 

0161 330 2771 or talk to a member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
 

Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us 
to grow in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that 
we can work together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new 
people into our churches, and be relevant to those around us, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
www.goodshepherdashton.co.uk                      Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.co.uk/
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Looking to the future………  
 
I've been thinking a lot recently about 
the future and what it holds both for 
me and also my family.  As part of this 
I've been reading a book by Roy 
McCloughry called 'Living in the 
presence of the future'.  Roy was our 
ethics lecturer at theological college. 
So, how do you think about the 
future.  Roy gives us 4 options: 
 

 We can believe that we are 
strapped in very tightly to a 
rollercoaster.  The rollercoaster 
goes up and down, around tight 
corners and we can only see a very 
short way into the future.  Oh and 
being strapped in, there's not a lot 
that we can do about what is 
going to happen to us. 
 

 We can believe that the future is 
like a mighty river that sweeps 
away all before, like some of those 
floods that we saw around 
Christmas time.  There are only 
huge natural happenings or the 
concerted effort of humankind 
that can affect its flow.  How is 
your white-water rafting? 

 

 We can believe that the future is 
like a huge ocean with lots of 
possible directions in which we 
can travel - with good navigation 
and a strong will we can reach our 
chosen destination.  We would 
also have the ability to change our 
way and maybe avoid disasters. 

 

 We can also believe that our 
future is like a game of dice.  
Everything is chance.  All we can 
do is play the game and hope for 
the best. 

 

I wonder which group you fit into? 
 

Does our perspective of the future 
affect how we live today?  I guess 
that the more that we believe that 
we can influence the future, the more 
likely we are to be planners today - 
are you a list maker or do you act 
spontaneously?  Alternatively, if you 
believe that you are strapped into a 
rollercoaster seat, what is the point 
of planning if you can't influence 
anything? 
 

Maybe your stage of life affects how 
you view the future.  It must be easier 
as a young person, with 'your future 
ahead of you', to believe that you can 
change the world.  As age or illness 
catches up with you, maybe this 
changes your outlook. 
 

A biblical perspective on the future 
could have both positive and negative 
outcomes depending on where you 
look.  There are definitely parts of the 
Bible that are apocalyptic in nature 
(just read Daniel or Revelation for 
examples).  The world will end in 
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disaster because we have veered 
away from God's intentions when he 
created the world.  A new world will 
be created when this one ends and 
this new world will reflect God in 
every way. 
 

The other biblical perspective is one 
of hope.  In the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, God has said 'yes' to the world 
that he has created, given us another 
chance.  In Jesus we have the hope of 
a positive future of eternal life. 
Faith becomes a very interesting 
concept here.  The more science 
develops, the more that we are 
encouraged to 'know' and less to 
'believe', yet the science of today 
largely contradicts the science of 
yesterday.  I'm fairly sure that the 
future of science will largely do the 
same to the 'knowledge' of today.  I 
wonder how much faith is involved in 
science, what did after all precede 
the Big Bang? 
 

I wonder whether it helps us to know 
that the maker of the rollercoaster 
knew what he was doing when he 
built the ride.  I wonder whether the 
creator of the river had us in mind 

when choosing how quickly and 
where it was to flow.  Whether the 
one who directs the winds and the 
tides, already knows our route across 
the oceans or maybe the one who 
can load the dice has our best 
interests at heart when choosing the 
roll. 
 

The future is by definition unknown.  
We can worry about what it holds, 
whether it is going to be very positive 
for us, or whether there will be 
struggles ahead.   
 

We've just celebrated the Easter 
season where, after a traumatic 
build-up, we remember the hope that 
Jesus gives us through defeating sin 
and the devil by his death and 
resurrection.  We are a forgiven 
people living in the light of God.  
Whatever your natural inclination 
about the future, the power of the 
Easter message is that of hope and 
love, surely a good message for us to 
live our lives by and share with 
others. 
 

With love and prayers, 
 

Revd George Reeves

 
 
 
 
 

Archdeacon’s Visitation 2016 
Archdeacon Cherry Vann will be admitting to office 
Church Wardens, PCC Members and Sidespeople  

on behalf of the Bishop. 
All welcome to come along and support your officers! 

7.30pm   Thursday 19th May 
St Michael’s Church 

Refreshments after the service 
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Ask, Seek and Knock 

 
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 
 

Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray 
for all of the following issues throughout the month, as you 
prefer.  There is a prayer at the end to draw it all together if 

you're unsure how to start or finish your prayers. 
 

This month: 
 

     Please pray for families to grow deeper in their 

relationships.  For those times when things get strained and 

difficult, pray for the strength to battle through those hard 

times.  Please pray for those getting married in our churches, 

that their love, together with the love of God, carries them 

through. 

    As we look to the future, please pray that we have the faith to 

trust God and the plans that he has for our lives.  Pray that 

God reveals to you some of the plans that he has for your life. 

    Please pray for those who have no place to call home.  Pray for 

those who have fallen on hard times and have seemingly lost 

hope. 

Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns 
to you and help is to place them into your hands in confidence 
that you will hear us.    Amen 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Car Boot Sale 
St Michael’s Church 

10am until 1pm  Monday 30th May 
(Sellers access from 9am) 
Spaces £6 each in advance 

                                       or £7 on the day 
                                  For more info contact Amanda Sykes - 07894 149822 
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HEALTHIER FUTURES FOR WOMEN & GIRLS IN ETHIOPIA 

Joint Deanery/Christian Aid Project  -  Spring 2016 Update   
 

 

One of the aims of the project is to 

improve the wellbeing of women and 

girls through access to better 

reproductive health and informed family 

planning plus increase access to 

antenatal, delivery and postnatal care. 

The project also offers an opportunity to 

start a dialogue between community 

members and 

government officials to address issues 

including education, family planning and 

poverty. Young people are also 

benefitting with 30 youth groups 

set up in schools. 

However, there are challenges too. 

Family planning and reproductive health 

can be contentious issues and 

must be handled sensitively. 

For this reason EIFDDA organised a 

workshop for senior religious leaders to 

help prevent the project being 

misunderstood and to ensure the 

support of faith leaders. The workshop 

brought together 50 

participants, including Christian and 

Muslim leaders and professionals, to 

share their experiences and promote 

open dialogue. In addition, a theological 

booklet on sexual 

and reproductive health has been 

developed in collaboration with Muslim 

and Orthodox churches, 

and senior religious leaders have 

received training about these issues. 

‘I would like to pass my heartfelt 

gratitude to Christian Aid supporters 

for their kindness and fundraising 

so far. I would also like to ask them 

to kindly keep praying for this community 

in my country to have a 

better choice of life.’ 

Kalkidan Yimer, Christian Aid’s 

Community Health Programme Officer 

Asnakech’s Story 
Six months ago, whenever Asnakech 

Balcha needed money for food for her 

children or for general household 

expenses, she had to ask her husband for 

it. It was a question she dreaded asking 

because he would become angry. 

Then she joined a self-help group, which 

had been set up as a result of this 

project. Local women had 

received training from WSA on forming 

savings and loans groups. Now there are 

200 groups with almost 4,000 members 

who have managed to save an 

incredible 234,161 Birr (around £7,700), 

which can be given out to members as 

loans. 

Joining the self-help group made a huge 

difference to Asnakech’s life; 

immediately she received training, 

support and a loan of 1000 birr (£33) to 

set up her own business. Now Asnakech 

sells coffee, drinks and 

fruit in her community. Initially, she could 

only afford to save 2 birr (6p) per week, 

but now she is saving 50 

birr (£1.65) per week. She is working 

hard to return the money she borrowed 

from the group. 

‘I would like to thank those who had 

a heart to support us... I wish long 

lives and health to all of you!’ 

Asnakech Balcha 
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Thy Kingdom Come  - A Great 

Wave of Prayer! 
 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and 

York are inviting churches to pray for 

the evangelisation of the nation during 

the week before Pentecost Sunday. 

The Archbishops have written to every 

serving parish priest in the Church of 

England expressing their longing “to 

see a great wave of prayer across our 

land, throughout the Church of 

England and many other Churches” 

from 8th-15th May. The week of prayer 

will culminate in ‘Beacon events’ 

around the country over Pentecost 

weekend, where people will pray for 

the renewal of the Holy Spirit and the 

confidence to share their faith. In their 

letter the Archbishops said: “At the 

heart of our prayers will be words that 

Jesus himself taught us – ‘Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done.’ It is impossible 

to overstate the life-transforming 

power of the Lord’s Prayer. It is a 

prayer that is reassuring enough to be 

on the lips of the dying and yet 

dangerous enough to be banned in 

cinemas. It is famous enough to be 

spoken each day by billions in 

hundreds of languages and yet 

intimate enough to draw us ever closer 

into friendship with Jesus Christ. It is 

simple enough to be memorised by 

small children and yet profound 

enough to sustain a whole lifetime of 

prayer. When we pray it with sincerity 

and with joy, there is no imagining the 

new ways in which God can use us to 

his glory.” 

The Archbishops are suggesting 

various ways churches can engage 

with the week of prayer. These include 

holding a day or week of continuous 

‘24/7’ prayer as parishes, teams or 

deaneries; saying special prayers in 

Sunday worship; prayer walking; or 

handing out a novena prayer card to 

every congregation member. The 

Beacon events will take place in the 

following places:  

Saturday 14
th

 May - St Paul’s Cathedral 

hosted by the Bishop of London, the Rt 

Revd Richard Chartres, and Pete Greig, 

founder of 24/7 prayer, with sung 

worship led by Tim Hughes and Jake 

Isaac.   

On Sunday 15
th

 May: -Durham 

Cathedral– with sung worship led by 

Lou Fellingham. Coventry Cathedral– 

with sung worship led by Noel 

Richards. Winchester Cathedral – with 

sung worship led by Matt Redman. St 

Michael le Belfrey, York - hosted by 

Matthew Porter & Miriam Swaffield 

with sung worship led by Tom Holmes 

Canterbury Cathedral– hosted by 

Archbishop Justin Welby and Pete 

Greig, with sung worship led by Tim 

Hughes. Archbishop Justin will send a 

message via live video link to other 

Beacon events taking place at the 

same time as the Canterbury event.  

For more information about the 

initiative, visit: www.thykingdom.co.uk 
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What’s happening?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 

 
 

 
 

Friends of  
 

 

 

 

 

St. Michael’s  

Open Days 
 

St. Michael’s is open 

every Thursday from 

10.30am to 3.00pm  

The Eucharist will take 

place as usual at 

11.00am on Thursdays 

 

 
LUCY COBB 

Fashion Show 
St Gabriel’s Church 

Beaufort Road, Ashton 
OL6 6RB    Opp San Rocco 

 

Friday 6th May 
Doors open at 7.00pm 
Show begins   7.30pm 

 

Tickets £4 
For booking info contact 

Sandra Kiy  07740 
766687 

 
 
 

Café Church 
at Costa Coffee, 

Ashton 

3pm Sunday 15th May  

All Welcome! 

 
 

8th Annual Art 

Exhibition 

 
by W.E.A. Painting Classes 

Saturday 14th May 

10.00am – 3.00pm 

St James’ Church 

Tutor art demonstration  

at 1.00pm 

Refreshments available  

throughout the event 

Hot lunches available  

from 11.30pm 

Admission £1.00 
 



9 

 

A plentiful harvest - Renewal & Reform Update 
 
Renewal and Reform is a body of work 
which aims to build on the 3 goals 
articulated by General Synod in 2010 
to:  
a)Contribute as the national church to 
the common good;  
b) Facilitate the growth of the church in 
numbers and depth of discipleship;   
c)Re-imagine the church’s ministry. 
 
 

Renewal and Reform is based on an 
understanding of the plentiful harvest 
described in Luke’s Gospel: “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field”.  
Luke 10:2 
 
 

It seeks to build on the excellent work 
already taking place across the church 
to articulate a hopeful future for our 
churches and, more particularly, the 
communities we serve. But it doesn’t 
seek to duck the serious challenges we 
face but rather is based on a realistic 
assessment of where we are and how 
we might respond. And one of the clear 
and intended outcomes of this work is 
to reverse the decline of the Church of 
England so that we become a growing 
church, in every region and for every 
generation; a church open to and for 
everyone in England, building up the 
Body of Christ and working for the 
common good.   
 

The work is multi-faceted. Some is 
rather technical – for example how 
money is distributed to dioceses to 
support mission in the lowest income 
communities, and how we begin to 
resource the planned increase in 
ordinands from 2017 onwards.  

Some of it is more creative – how we 
understand lay leadership and lay 
ministry into the future. Some of it is 
more assertive – how we give effect to 
the Archbishops’ priority on 
evangelism.   
 

Current work centres on: 
 • Initiating a major piece of work on 
digital evangelism so that Christians 
can be confident of sharing their faith 
in a digital age     
 • Continuing with a major training 
programme for bishops and deans and 
identifying a next generation of 
Christian leaders  
• Helping dioceses think and plan 
strategically for the future     
• Providing resources for church 
planting and major development 
projects such as Liverpool diocese’s 
‘Transforming Wigan’      
 • Looking at how Christians can better 
connect their faith and life beyond the 
walls of the church  
• Finalising the new financial 
arrangements for supporting students 
at theological college.   
 

There will be transformation of digital 
and social media to make 
communication and interaction much 
easier. 
More information is on website:  (www. 
churchofengland.org/renewal-reform) 
 

 

Raising a smile!! 
 

Answers to exam questions (1) 
How does Romeo’s character develop 

throughout the play?  
It doesn’t, it’s just self, self, self, all 
the way through. 
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Corinthians 13:  God’s Love Potion to us 
 

On 9
th

 March I attended Café Church at St James’ Church, which is 

always a lovely experience – hearing the children’s stories and 

listening to their poems, singing etc. 

That week’s theme was on Potions – the children had written poems 

and were keen to share their potion stories & recipes!   

 

When it was time to sit with the adults, one young 7yr old was seeing into the 

future – his alchemy-devised recipe included paper to mark the journey and 

strawberries to make it sweet! 

A copycat potion was devised by a boy who wanted thicker hair (despite having 

a lovely mop of black hair!) and to be clever like his brother.  His recipe included 

a hair and a piece of brain!! 

A very bubbly red-headed girl had a recipe for ever-lasting laughter, which I 

suspect she had already tried by the look of happiness on her face.  Her recipe 

included kindness, giggles and of course laughter! 

They were quick to help with my recipe for lasting health – wanting to include 

applies, strawberries, pears, healthy eating and exercise!    The young 7yr old 

(above) said he already did press-ups every day to keep healthy!  So wise, so 

young, so true! (I haven’t tried the press-ups yet). 

 

A couple of days later, I listened to Corinthians 13 at a wedding and, still having 

potions in my mind relating to things I planned and hope for, I thought that 

maybe Corinthians 13 was God’s Love Potion for us. 
 

Ingredients: 

Faith    Patience    Hope    Kindness    Love    Trust    Endurance 
 

Must leave out: 

Evil    Holding Grudges    Jealousy    Conceit    Irritability    Selfishness 

Beryl Carroon 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Café Church at St James’ Church 
 

Wednesday 11
th 

May at 1.45pm 
 

 Everyone is welcome to join us for  

  informal worship, coffee, cake & a chat 
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Friends of 
Ashton Parish Church 
 

 

Visit to Whitby Tuesday 10th May 2016 
 
This year's annual outing is to Whitby, famous for  
St Mary's Church and the Abbey which overlooks the Harbour, and is the setting 
for Brian Stoker's novel "Dracula" as well as the town's Fish and Chip 
Restaurants. 
Full details with a booking form are available at the back of St Michael's Church 
or further information can be obtained from: 
 

Alan Bacon 0161 330 5829 and Elaine Gaskell 0161 330 5176 
Alan F Bacon 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The silent sermon 
A member of a certain church, who had previously attended services 

regularly, stopped going. After a few weeks, the minister decided to visit 

him. He found the man at home all alone, sitting by a blazing fire. Guessing 

the reason for his minister's visit, the man welcomed him awkwardly, and 

led him to a comfortable chair near the fireplace and waited. 
 

The minister made himself at home, but said nothing.   In the grave 

silence, he contemplated the dance of the flames around the burning logs. 

After some minutes, he took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly 

burning ember and placed it to one side of the hearth all alone. Then he sat 

back in his chair, still silent. 
 

The host watched all this in quiet contemplation. As the one lone ember's 

flame flickered and diminished, there was a momentary glow and then its 

fire was no more.  Soon it was cold and dead.   
 

Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. 

But now the minister chose this time to leave. He slowly 

stood up, picked up the cold, dead bit of coal and placed 

it back in the middle of the fire. Immediately it began to 

glow once more, with the light and warmth of the 

burning coals around it. With that, the minister smiled at 

his host, and quietly let himself out. 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15th May: Day of Pentecost – Whit Sunday 

Pentecost took place on the well-
established Jewish festival of 
Firstfruits, which was observed at the 
beginning of the wheat harvest. It 
was exactly 50 days after the 
Passover, the time of Jesus’ 
crucifixion.  
 

A feast day to celebrate the country’s 
wheat harvest does not sound exactly 
world-changing, but that year, it 
became one of the most important 
days in world history. For Pentecost 
was the day that Jesus sent the Holy 
Spirit - the day the Church was born. 
 

Jesus had told His apostles that 
something big was going to happen, 
and that they were to wait for it in 
Jerusalem, instead of returning to 
Galilee. Jesus had plans for his 
apostles – but He knew they could not 
do the work themselves – they would 
need His help. 
 

And so the apostles and disciples 
waited in Jerusalem, praying together 
for several days. And then on that 
fateful morning there was suddenly 
the sound as of a mighty rushing 
wind. Tongues of flame flickered on 
their heads, and they began to praise 
God in many tongues – to the 
astonishment of those who heard 
them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 
1- 9) was dramatically reversed that 
morning.  
 

That morning the Holy Spirit came to 
indwell the apostles and disciples of 
Jesus: and the Church was born. The 

Christians were 
suddenly full of life 
and power, utterly 
different from their former fearful 
selves. The change in them was 
permanent. 
 

Peter gave the first ever sermon of 
the Christian Church that morning: 
proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. 
His boldness in the face of possible 
death was in marked contrast to the 
man who had denied Jesus 50 days 
before. And 3,000 people responded, 
were converted, and were baptised. 
How’s that for fast church growth! 
 

Of course Pentecost was not the first 
time the Holy Spirit had acted in this 
world. All through the Old Testament 
there are accounts of how God’s Spirit 
guided people and strengthened 
them. But now, because of Christ’s 
death and resurrection, he could 
INDWELL them. From now on, every 
Christian could have the confidence 
that Jesus was with them constantly, 
through the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. 

=========================== 

Raising a smile!! 

Answers to exam questions (2) 
Why would living close to a mobile phone 

mast cause ill health?  

You might walk into it. 
 

What is a vibration?  

There are good vibrations and bad 
vibrations. Good vibrations were 
discovered in the 1960s. 
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THE LADY & THE LAMP 

On 12th May 1820 a baby girl was 
born who changed the way that we 
care for people who are ill. 
Florence Nightingale grew up at a 
time when only the worst kind of 
person became a nurse but she 
had an idea of the way things 
could be. Her chance to change 
things came with the Crimean 
War.  

Florence travelled there with a few 
others and started work in the 
military hospital at Scutari where 
conditions were dreadful: wounded 
soldiers were left lying in dirt 
without proper food or care and 
most of them died. The army 
doctors already there didn’t want 
Miss Nightingale or her nurses, but 
gradually they improved 
conditions. The nurses scrubbed 
and cleaned as well as caring for 
the wounded and the soldiers 
began to recover. Florence 
Nightingale was called the Lady 
with the Lamp because she would 
walk the wards at night, checking 
on patients. After the war, with the 
support of Queen Victoria, 
Florence was able improve 
hospital care for everyone. 

WASHING WORDS 

All the words in this wordsearch 
are to do with clean and dirty. 
Can you find them all? The 
words go up, down, backwards, 
forwards and diagonally and 
some letters are used more 
than once. 

S P A R K L I N G A 

G I D Y O D A R V D 

R T U B B U I O A S 

U P S H B M V P C D 

B A T H E C A U U E 

B T E G N O P S U N 

Y R R I W I P Y M I 

L I U T A M R A U A 

A D E S S D B R O T 

D W T A H S K A O S 

 

bath  brush  
dirt  duster  
dry   grime  

grubby  mud  
soak  soap 
sparkling  

stained  tap 
tub  vacuum 
wash  wet  

 
 

What did the dirt say to the rain? 
If this keeps up my name will be mud! 
 
What did the big tap say to 
the small tap? 
Little squirt! 

… and what did the small 
tap reply? Big drip!” 
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Albert Einstein’s 
Theory of Relativity 

celebrates 100th 
anniversary 

One hundred years ago this month 
Albert Einstein, a German Jew already 
a distinguished theoretical physicist 
although still in his twenties, 
published his Theory of General 
Relativity. It set out how space and 
time are affected by energy, matter, 
gravity and momentum.  
 

It was the most significant 
development in science since Newton, 
and possibly of all time. It opened the 
way for quantum physics (the other 
great scientific advance of modern 
times). Einstein’s Theory has been put 
to the test, first in laboratories but 
subsequently in space travel, 
exploration of the cosmos and 
nuclear research. At every point his 
conclusions have been verified. 
Indeed, even this year one of his most 
extraordinary proposals, about 
happenings far beyond our solar 
system, was finally endorsed by faint 
radio signals from outer space. 
 

Einstein was in the USA when Hitler 
came to power, and as a Jew decided 
to make his home there. Proud of his 
Jewish heritage, he took up many 
causes, most notably to do with racial 
integration and world peace. 
Undoubtedly the greatest scientific 
genius of the twentieth century, he 
died in 1955. 
 

Don’t feed the ducks bread! 
Feeding the ducks is a pastime many 
of us enjoy. But it is not good to feed 
them bread. Now a campaign urging 
people to feed them a healthy 
alternative claims it has helped us 
improve our habits by 20 per cent. 
 

Last year the Canal & River Trust, 
which looks after Britain’s waterways, 
warned people that bread is ‘junk 
food’ for ducks. It can lead to 
excessive droppings, which spread 
disease, and if left to rot, can trigger 
noxious odours which can kill fish and 
encourage algae, as well as rats and 
mice. SO – what DO ducks eat? Try 
corn, peas, lettuce and seeds.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Four hands – One Piano 
 

On Sunday 10
th

 April, our 

Archdeacon, Cherry Vann, and her sister 

Jacqueline gave a dazzling performance 

as together they played a variety of 

classical pieces for piano.  
 

St Mary in the Baum, Rochdale, hosted 

the event and what a lovely church! I 

spent some time admiring their 

incredible stained glass windows 

depicting the Stations of The Cross. 
   

The sisters played piano together as 

children but had not done so for over 10 

years until last summer.  They enjoyed it 

so much they decided to play in public to 

raise funds for Save the Children – they 

raised over £600! and were rewarded 

with a standing ovation.  Don’t miss it 

next time!! 

Jan Ratcliffe 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

 

Wednesday 
 

27th April 
  

  7.00pm 
 

PCC Meeting, followed by Parish AGM at  
St Peter’s Church 
 

Wednesday   4th May   7.30pm Deanery Safeguarding Meeting 
At St John’s Church, Kings Rd, Hurst 
 

Friday   6th May    7.00pm Fashion Show at St Gabriel’s Church 

Tuesday 10th May  Friends of Ashton Parish Church 
trip to Whitby 
 

Wednesday 11th May    1.45pm Café Church at St James’ Church 

     7.30pm Deanery Synod at St Stephen’s Audenshaw 

Saturday  14th May 10am-3pm Art Exhibition at St James’ Church 

Sunday 15th May    3.00pm Café Church at Costa Coffee, Ashton 

Thursday 19th May    7.30pm Archdeacon’s Visitation  
St Michael’s Church 
 

Sat-Mon 21-23 May Postponed Flower Festival at St Michael’s Church 

Sunday 22nd May   6.00pm Christian Aid meeting at the Church 
Of the Nazarene, Ashton 
 

Monday   23rd May  -  25th May Bishop Cranmer from Uganda visits! 

Monday 30th May 10am-1pm Car Boot Sale at St Michael’s Church 

Saturday 11th June     6.00pm Civic Service at St Michael’s Church  to 
celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday 
 
 

 

Cleaning Services 
 

We have available a number of local, reliable, hard-working domestic 

Cleaners. £11.00 per hour. Minimum 2 hours per week. You will receive 

the same dedicated Cleaner each week who is fully referenced checked.  

Tel Angela Robbins (Christ Church choir)  

07713 921676 Well  
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Parish Notices 

Baptisms: 
We give thanks with the families and friends of: 
 

Isabella Natalie Yates Marley Haig Harrop 
Lottie-Mai Bardsley Elara Robinson 
 

Weddings: 
We rejoice with the families and friends of: 
 

Allen & Katrina Robinson 
 

 

Funerals: 
We pray with the family and friends of: 
 

Stanley Cooper Ronald Searle 
Carol Cartledge Steven Bostock 
Baby Emerson Swift  

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 

After Easter 
 
Resurrection reality of living love –  Jesus -  walking with me, 
forgiving, restoring, sustaining, strengthening 
and gently calling again that original call 
that makes sense of it all, 
 

Follow me, I am the Way, I am alive. 
 

(extract from a poem By Daphne Kitching)  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

    Vernon Shipley 
 

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons  

    Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

        24 Hour Personal Service 
 

          87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP 

                Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599                            

                                 Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd 
 

A member of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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May 2016 - Parish Sunday Services 

6th Sunday of Easter      9.30am St James   Holy Communion + Baptism 
Sunday 1st May                     11.00am St Peter   Morning Prayer + Baptism    
  11.00am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion + Baptism 
   
7th Sunday of Easter    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 8th May 11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion 
 11.00am St. Gabriel   All Age Service of the Word 
 11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
Pentecost (Whit Sunday)    9.30am St. James    Family Communion 
Sunday 15th May  11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church 
  11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion  
 
Trinity Sunday    9.30am St James   Family Communion 
Sunday 22nd May 11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion 
 11.00am St. Gabriel   All Age Service of the Word 
 11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
1st Sunday after Trinity    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 29th May 11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion 
 11.00am St. Gabriel   All Age Service of the Word 
 11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
 
 
 
 

 Regular Weekday Services 
 

Tuesday: 12.15pm    St Peter’s       Morning Prayer/Holy Communion 
           (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
 

Wednesday:    1.30pm St. James        Holy Communion 
(except 2nd Wed of the month) 
 
Thursday:       11.00am     St. Michael     Holy Communion 
              4.00pm     Holy Trinity    Evening Prayer 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Union Street, Ashton OL6 9NQ  330 2771 
Revd Rachel Battershell, Team Vicar (*Mon)     
 2a Hutton Avenue, Ashton   OL6 6QY                  292 3224 
Revd Rob Fox, Minister in Secular Employment 
 36 Norman Road, Stalybridge, SK15 1LY   338 8481 
Revd George Reeves, Team Curate (*Fri) 
   1 Windmill Lane, Denton  M34 3RN      336 1850 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items for the Magazine: 
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th May for inclusion in the 
next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18. 
 

 
 

 
 

The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 
 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  

Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor. 


