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Editorial 
Love Despite Brexit? 
As we celebrate St Valentine’s Day this month, how can we conduct this debate in a loving way? 
The Apostle Peter reminds us: ‘Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, 
fear God, honour the emperor.’ (1 Peter 2:17). 
Respect everyone: However much we may disagree with another people’s perspective, we 
should respect them. This applies even if they don’t respect our views! 
Love the church: Among the family of believers there should be an even greater respect for each 
other! The way we treat each other not only reveals the depth of our love; it will also cause 
people to glorify God and want to be part of the family. 
Fear God: We must demonstrate our allegiance to God by putting Him first and following His 
leading. Of course, this doesn’t stop Christians from having different opinions to each other. 
Honour those in authority:  We are called to honour those who are in authority over us ‘for the 
Lord’s sake’ (13). Even when we disagree with their decisions and actions, we should keep our 
respect and not speak ill of them. 
Peter is calling us to live with the freedom to make up our own mind on Europe, while listening 
to what others say (16). ‘A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a 
perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.’ (Martin Luther) 

 

If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!! 
 

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the 
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial 
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments 
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a 

member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow in 
faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work together 
to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, and be 
relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 

 

www.goodshepherdashton.org            Registered Charity Number 1134826
 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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The Magi Challenge!   
 
Although a month late, I’d like to 
take this opportunity to wish you all 
a happy New Year! As I write, the 
church is still celebrating Epiphany 
and as you read this in the month of 
February, we are entering the 
season of Lent. I have a growing 
appreciation for the theological flow 
of the church calendar and how it 
moves from one season to the next. 
As a result, I have been thinking 
about how we can use some of the 
significance of Epiphany to 
encourage us beyond January and 
into the Lent period ahead. 
 
Epiphany has been described as “an 
event of mutual showing.” God 
reveals Himself to the world 
through Jesus and the world 
presents itself ready to receive Him 
in the figures of the Magi. We often 
use the word epiphany to mean a 
great revelation or realisation in our 
lives. It is a word that suggests a 
huge change or a turning point- a 
moment that alters our perspective 
forever. The birth of Jesus was a 
crucial point of transformation. It 
was a humble beginning in a quiet 
and unassuming place but after it 
had happened nothing was the 
same again.  
 
The Gospel of Matthew and Luke 
tell us how the Magi, wise men, 
three kings, (or whatever you call 

them) followed the changing night 
sky to find Jesus as a young boy. 
They brought with them three 
chests- one full of Gold, the second 
full of Frankincense and the third full 
of Myrrh. The first two gifts, Gold 
and Frankincense, were prophesied 
in Isaiah 60 which is an Old 
Testament reading during Epiphany. 
Here Isaiah speaks of the wonders 
of the Messiah and the reverence 
shown to him by the world through 
the giving of magnificent gifts. They 
were highly symbolic, Gold 
signifying wealth and earthly power, 
acknowledging Jesus as the ultimate 
King of Kings. Frankincense, as an 
incense meant to be burnt to 
release a fragrant smoke, 
symbolising God’s unseen but 
powerful presence and prayers 
rising to heaven. At the time of 
Jesus’ birth, the smell of 
Frankincense would have instantly 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiw-Yian4HgAhWZBGMBHUiuDU8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://theorthodoxlife.wordpress.com/2014/01/06/gold-frankincense-and-myrrh/&psig=AOvVaw1F4zYm7hLjAvhNBHHHaxCw&ust=1548241448323491
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transported a person to The Temple- 
the central focus of the world, 
understood to be the dwelling place 
of God Almighty. 
 
The (metaphorical) curveball here is 
found in chest number three- the 
one containing Myrrh. We find a few 
references to this substance in the 
Old Testament, commenting on its 
smell, but we read in the Gospel of 
Matthew that it was used to prepare 
Jesus’ body for burial after the 
crucifixion. An embalming fragrance 
may seem like a bizarre gift to give 
to a toddler (a chest full!) but as we 
read this, we should be pointed 
towards Easter and that second 
moment of revelation where Jesus, 
by dying on the cross, breaks down 
any separation between God and 
the world. Jesus’ death means the 
end of offerings and temple 
sacrifices or debts to pay. It marks 
the end of exclusions and distance 
from the presence of God. He gives 
us an amazing freedom to love and 
be loved without the need for 
anything or anyone else to mediate 
for us. 
 
The relationship between Epiphany 
and Lent is a common theme in 
Renaissance religious paintings. 
Many nativity scenes include a small 
cross, nailed to the wall of the 
stable, or the infant Jesus is shown 
lying on a bed of wheat- a nod 
towards the communion bread that 

symbolised his crucified body. In 
ancient church traditions, the 
congregation and clergy would act 
out the journey of the Magi by 
processing round the building with 
the ‘gifts’ of the bread and wine. 
They would then receive 
communion- bringing together the 
entire life of Christ in that moment 
and reflecting on the great 
revelation of love that He enabled.  
 
It might feel slightly strange to think 
of ourselves as Magi during the 
period of Lent but I think it might be 
really helpful. New Year and Lent 
can feel like turning points or 
opportunities for change. Many of 
us try and stick to a New Year’s 
resolution and try to better 
ourselves by eating healthily or 
exercising more etc. Lent arrives 
soon after these good intentions 
have slipped by the wayside and 
many try to mirror Jesus’ time in the 
Wilderness through a period of 
fasting. Alternatively, some people 
decide to start something new.  
 
In the weeks ahead, my personal 
challenge is to be a Magus 
appreciating the revelation of God’s 
love whilst seeking out 
opportunities to share this great, 
life-changing love with others. I 
invite you to join me in this Magi 
challenge! 
 

Revd Ben 
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   Ask, Seek and Knock 

 

                "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 
                 knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 
 

Please choose a focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the 
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer.  There is a prayer at 
the end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your 
prayers. 
 

This month: 

     Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton.  Pray that the 

businesses prosper and that people can find work to support 

their families.  Pray also that the decision makers in the town 

make wise decisions with compassion for all.   

 

     God’s love for humanity was revealed in Jesus, whose earthly 

life began in the poverty of a stable and ended in the pain and 

isolation of the cross: please pray for those who are homeless 

and cold especially in this bitter weather. Ask God to draw near 

and comfort them in spirit, and to bless those who work to 

provide them with shelter, food and friendship. 

 

    Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill 

or in need of God’s healing touch at this time.  Please pray for 

God to heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to 

bring them comfort.  

Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and 
help us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.              
                                                                                                                             Amen  
                                                                                                                         

***************************************************** 

                                   Scouts Please!  
 

3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for 

new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs. 

We meet every Tuesday at 7.15pm to 9.00pm 

at St James Church. 
     

                                For more information contact Tina 

               Group Scout Leader  -   07411773336 or tina@dah.co.uk 

mailto:tina@dah.co.uk
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Doing Our Bit… for a Better World 
 

Do you want to live in a lovely place?  Do you want to feel healthier and 

happier? 

That’s what we want at St. James’ Primary School. That is why we have 

been working with ‘City of Trees’ in Manchester. We are helping them to 

plant one tree for every man, woman and child who lives in Greater 

Manchester… all 3 million of them! 

We have found out that trees 

create healthier, happier 

communities, tackle climate change, 

and provide essential habitats for 

wildlife. So, the arguments for 

more trees is clear, and that is why 

every child in school has been 

helping to plant more of them in our 

school grounds. To that end, we 

have planted 350 trees in our 

school grounds! 

 

Did you know? 

 Trees can help to reduce 

harmful pollutants and gases 

(such as CO2) in the air, making 

it cleaner for us to breathe.  

 Trees help to cool the planet 

and fight global warming as they lose moisture from their leaves and 

provide shade.   

 Trees reduce surface water runoff, which can overload drainage 

systems. 

 Trees make areas quieter as they ‘soak’ up noise. 

 Trees calm the wind, so it isn’t as strong in towns.  

 Trees provide important habitats for wildlife - a mature oak tree may 

host up to 423 different species of invertebrates. 

 

 …and trees look great! 
 

St James’ Church of England Primary School 
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Lent Books Review   
 

At Home in Lent – an exploration of Lent 

through 46 objects 

By Gordon Giles, BRF, £8.99 

Here is an original way of approaching Lent: inspired by Neil MacGregor’s 

Radio 4 programme, ‘A History of the World in 100 Objects’, Gordon Giles 

spends each week in a different room gleaning spiritual lessons from everyday 

household objects. 

As a result, you may discover that finding God in the normal pattern of life – 

even in the mundane – transforms how you approach each day. Running as a 

thread through it all are the seven R’s of Lent: regret, repentance, resolution, 

recognition, reconciliation, renewal and resurrection. 

 

Reflections for Lent 2019 – 6 March – 20 April 2019 

By Jan McFarlane, Kate Bruce, Paula Gooder, CUP, £4.99 

Reflections for Lent can enhance your spiritual journey through the forty days 

from Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday.  Each day includes full lectionary 

details for Morning Prayer, a reflection on one of the Bible readings, and a 

Collect for the day. 

It is suitable for individuals and groups seeking Lectionary-based reflections for 

use during Lent and Holy Week. There is also a simple form of morning and 

night prayer and a guide to keeping a good Lent. 

 

Pilgrim Journeys – 40 days of reflections for Lent 2019 

By Steven Croft, CUP, £4.99 

Here you can explore the unexpected and often challenging vision Jesus sets 

out in this crucial part of His teachings. Each day provides a short reflection on 

a Bible reading, an invitation to pray and a suggestion of how you might 

respond to the Beatitudes’ challenge to live as God intends, both as an 

individual and in community. 

The booklets are helpful for anyone seeking to grow in the Christian faith. 

They are especially suitable for those preparing for baptism or confirmation – 

including those using the Pilgrim discipleship course. 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

PCC / AGM NEWS 
Our next PCC meeting will be on March 7th at 7.30pm at St Peter’s.   

The AGM has been set for April 4th at St James.  There will be a PCC to 
approve the Parish Accounts at 7.00pm and the AGM will begin at 7.30pm. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwig76urpIHgAhXFAWMBHXvYD_MQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://asburyseminary.edu/elink/seven-books-inspire-reflection-lent/&psig=AOvVaw33-SI_DjwGN1DGiQEVUmvM&ust=1548242860383042
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What’s On? 
 

 

 

Ashton Deanery Event! 
Candlemas Choral Evensong 

6pm Sunday 3rd February 2019 
St George’s Church Mossley 

Service conducted by 
Rev David Warner 

Preacher – Rev Philip Brierley 
Organist - Rev David Jacks 

Choir conducted by Ven Cherry Vann 
Come and celebrate the  

Presentation of Christ in the Temple  
with members of choirs 

 from our Deanery churches 
Refreshments after the service 

 

Café Church at 

 St James’ Church 
 

Wednesday 13
th

 February 1.45pm 

Informal worship with  

tea, coffee and a chat. 

Everyone is welcome 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Laurel & Hardy Evening 

St James’ Church 
7.00pm Friday 1st February 

3rd Ashton (St James) Scout Group presents 

An Evening of Family 
Entertainment 

With Laurel and Hardy   
A film Extravaganza! 

  7.00pm Friday 23rd November  
Adults £3.00  Children £2.00 
(Children under 14 must be 
accompanied by an adult) 

Refreshments + raffle - see Tina for 
more details 07411773336 

 

 
 
 

 
16th Ashton Brownies 

16th Ashton Brownies meet at 

St Gabriel's Church on Mondays 

from 6.30 till 8.00 pm. 

They have new leaders and have 

some places available  for girls 

between the ages of 7 and 10 years. 

Please contact  

Sharon Oldham  07795957114 

Chloe Hammond 07450572303 

if your child is interested in joining. 

 

St. Michael’s  
Open Days 

 

St. Michael’s is open every 
Thursday 10.30am to 3.00pm  

The Eucharist will take place 
as usual at 11.00am  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjphqL8yoDeAhUNThoKHYl7DMQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.modern-canvas-art.com/laurel-and-hardy-a-fine-mess-617-p.asp&psig=AOvVaw1xDEnYbSTWvsCuTrxfJ2FX&ust=1539422779965968
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjV6OGen_ffAhWQ1uAKHS0wCLgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.orthodox-canada.com/church-candles/&psig=AOvVaw2KZCQSl9ha6c9OJIBq5BMj&ust=1547897908696251
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjdzP2Mv_ffAhWvAGMBHRMrCF0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/krisw0908/girl-scout-clip-art-brownie/&psig=AOvVaw1ADZmTX3cmnCZm2vu61R2Z&ust=1547905538501262
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A Place of Welcome 

St Gabriel's Church are opening their 
doors every Monday morning from 9.30 
till 12.00 to invite people from the 
community in to our building to enjoy a 
free drink and refreshments. This is not 
just for church members but for 
everybody in the neighbourhood who 
would like to come along. 
We hope that people will come along to 
socialise and just enjoy each other's 
company. During the morning we aim to 
provide simple entertainment such as a 
quiz sheet, some armchair aerobics, 
bingo, craft activities etc. We are sure 
that some of you may even have your 
own skills to share! 
However, none of these are obligatory - 
you may prefer to just sit and chat - and 
that is perfectly fine!   There is no charge 
for anything – all welcome! 

 

 

 

 
St Peter’s Church 

Designated Red Cross 

Drop-in Centre   
For Refugees and Asylum Seekers 

Thursdays 10.00am – 2.00pm 
The Red Cross will be providing 
grants to Refugees and Asylum 

Seekers who meet eligibility 
requirements.  Also providing 

ESOL classes; 
a hub for other organisation such 
as NHS, Action Together etc; and 

a signposting service to other 
organisations. 

Refreshments available    
  All are welcome! 

 
 
 
 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 

Preparation of  
New Electoral Roll in 2019 

The process of preparing an entirely new Electoral Roll takes place 

every six years and this process is now due to begin in February, 
after the appropriate notice has been affixed to the door of the church.  

The new Roll must be completed not less than 15 days  
before the APCM, which is on 4th April. 

A person who wishes to have their name entered on the new Roll 
should apply by completing an enrolment form – available after the 

notice has been posted on the door. 
If you do not complete a form,  

your name will not appear on the new Electoral Roll. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwigipSPyvzeAhUmxoUKHVlgDDAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.services4.me.uk/kb5/nelincs/asch/service.page?id%3DFV8tSg07aiU&psig=AOvVaw3S9n2tUF6kIm8_mheAxEmV&ust=1543683168866123
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Marie Curie and The Great Daffodil Appeal  
 

Next month you will see a lot of daffodils about – Marie 
Curie daffodils.  It’s the charity’s annual Great Daffodil 
Appeal, which runs in March each year. 
 

The appeal is urgently needed, for as the charity explains, 
one in four people currently don’t receive the care and support 
that they need at the end of their life.  And with the population getting older; 
demand on the charity’s services is set to increase. 
 

Could you help?  Marie Curie is currently looking for volunteers to give two 
hours of their time next month, to help hand out the daffodil pins in return for 
donations.  If you’ve got two hours to spare, then joining the Great Daffodil 
Appeal is a good way to support people in real need. 
 

Marie Curie has long cared for people with terminal cancer, but nowadays the 
charity also cares for people with any terminal illness. That includes dementia, 
heart or lung disease, and neurological conditions like motor neurone disease. 
 

Marie Curie has a range of services to help. These include Nurses that give one-
to-one expert care to people at home, nine hospices offering inpatient and 
outpatient care, spiritual and bereavement support, and, a free telephone 
support line. The charity also funds research and campaigns. 
 

More details at:www.mariecurie.org.uk/collect or call free on 0800 304 7025. If 
you would like help from Marie Curie, talk to your GP, district nurse or call the 
charity’s free telephone Support Line on 0800 090 2309. 

Paul’s 

Fit & Fun Aerobathon 

 
Sunday 10th February   1.00– 3.00pm 

Come and join us for a fun afternoon with  

tombola, raffle and refreshments 
 

Raising funds for St Gabriel’s Community Fundraising Appeal 
 

At St Gabriel’s Church, 

Beaufort Road, Ashton-u-Lyne OL6 6RB 

(opp San Rocco Restaurant) 

http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/collect
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi62fjEv_ffAhXF8-AKHSpQDZ8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/512847476307842897/&psig=AOvVaw34S4fa58RuX0m5nyxCCPgd&ust=1547906574565464
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The Martyrs of Japan: courage in 
persecution   
 
Persecution of Christians in various countries is 

making the headlines these days.  Believers facing 

such opposition might well find inspiration from the 

courage of the Japanese Christians of the late 16th 

and early 17th centuries. 

 

The Jesuit Francis Xavier had first brought Christianity to Japan in 1549, when 

he persuaded Shimazu Takahisa, the daimyo of Satsuma, to give him permission 

to build the first Catholic mission in Japan. All went well at first, and the 

Japanese responded to the message of Jesus Christ more warmly than anyone 

could have foretold.  By the end of the century, it has been estimated that 

there were nearly 300,000 baptised converts to Christianity in Japan. 

 

But soon the very success of the Japanese Church led it into trouble: its 

vibrant growth as an indigenous community believing a faith brought in from 

the West meant trouble.  It was caught up in a maelstrom of tensions between 

the shogunate, imperial government, Buddhist monks, Shintoists, and colonial 

ambitions of Spain and Portugal.  Gradually, the Japanese rulers came to see 

Christians as a threat.  So Christianity was banned, and those Japanese who 

refused to abandon their faith were to be killed. 

 

Trouble flared at Nagasaki on 6 February 1597, when six European Franciscan 

missionaries, three Japanese Jesuits and 17 Japanese laity, three of whom were 

young boys, were executed in a form of crucifixion by being elevated on 

crosses and then pierced with spears.   Within a year, more than 130 churches 

had been burned.  The persecution subsided, then flared up in 1613.  Japanese 

Christians were beheaded, burned alive or imprisoned.  They responded with 

courage and a willingness to sing praises and preach the gospel even as they 

were led to their deaths. 

 

Such was the brutality of the persecution that by 1630 the Japanese Church 

had been driven underground, and was thought to be lost.  So when 

missionaries arrived in the 19th century, they were astonished to find a 

community of Japanese Christians.  

 

It had survived for 250 years without clergy, churches, the Bible and only a sketchy 

idea of the Christian faith beyond one main thing:  that Jesus Christ was Lord. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjF0aC-zPffAhVJ5uAKHSSzC6gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.staugustineshouse.org/2018/02/05/the-martyrs-of-japan/&psig=AOvVaw2mTy62HwlHt3gUE2k6UydF&ust=1547909930976920
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National Nest Box Week:  14th – 21st February 
 

If you like birds, now is the time to 

help the next generation get started. 

And so this month will see thousands 

of us shakily climbing ladders against 

the sides of our houses, garages and 

trees, to install cosy nest boxes.  And 

soon our tenants will arrive:   blue 

tits, robins, nuthatches, pied wagtails, 

sparrows, to starlings, tawny owls and 

even great spotted woodpeckers. 
 

National Nest Box Week was started 

by the British Trust for Ornithology 

in order to encourage the 

conservation of our breeding 

birds.  Nest boxes are desperately 

needed, as natural nest sites for 

birds such as holes in trees or old 

buildings are disappearing fast, as 

gardens are ‘tidied’ and old houses are 

repaired. 
 

It really is worth the trouble to put 

up a nest box.  If you hang one within 

sight of your kitchen window, you will 

have hours of fun in observing the 

young feathered families. 

 

 

You may find these 

links helpful: 

How to choose a nest 

box  www.bto.org/about-

birds/nnbw/buy-a-box 

Where to put it:  www.bto.org/about-

birds/nnbw/putting-up-a-nest-box 

 

 

Consider the Birds 

Consider the birds of the air 
They do not store up what they eat 
They need not to worry or care 
Or tweet with a worry-filled tweet. 

God looks after them, O it’s true! 
He grants them their insects and 
grains 
He gives all their feathers their hue; 
And shelters them all from the rain. 

But at certain times of the year, 
When birds have to eat, or they 
freeze – 
Though God clearly holds them all 
dear, 
Assistance from us will Him please. 

So think of the birds of the air, 
And, after your breakfast is 
chewed, 
Get up, get a coat, get out there 
And give the poor darlings some 
food! 

By Nigel Beeton 

http://www.bto.org/about-birds/nnbw/buy-a-box
http://www.bto.org/about-birds/nnbw/buy-a-box
http://www.bto.org/about-birds/nnbw/putting-up-a-nest-box
http://www.bto.org/about-birds/nnbw/putting-up-a-nest-box
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwip497fufffAhUJdBQKHQb8DVMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.birdsandblooms.com/birding/attracting-birds/bird-nesting/&psig=AOvVaw2v0xWsc-LsbO6LRUeJu9IR&ust=1547904915227308
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjd54mizvffAhWNlhQKHaoJDfMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://clipart-library.com/transparent-bird-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw2JzghdW7XX38f4vBkovtE3&ust=1547910499264612
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Psalm 95’s wise words on 
worship 
 

Continuing our series on the Psalms. By the 
 Rev Paul Hardingham. 
 

‘Man’s chief end is to glorify God and 
to enjoy him forever’ (Westminster 
Confession). We are created to 
worship, but who or what will we 
worship? Psalm 95 invites us to 
worship God and to engage with His 
presence and power. 
 
Rejoicing in God (1-5): ‘Come, let us 
sing for joy to the Lord.’ (v1). In 
worship we are called to praise God 
through ‘singing, shouting and 
extolling’, because He is our king (3), 
creator (4) and rock (1). He truly has 
the whole world in His hands, 
including you and me! Whatever our 
circumstances, worship enables us 
to acknowledge his sovereignty 
over our lives. 
 
Reverence before God (6,7): ‘Come, 
let us bow down in worship, let us 
kneel before the Lord our Maker.’ 
(v6). Worship brings us into the 
place of submission before God. The 
NT word for worship means ‘to 
prostrate’ ourselves before Him. It 
challenges the counterfeit ‘gods’ in 
our lives eg. power, money, sex, 
work etc., as well as calling us to 
trust Him in whatever we are facing, 
as He is a loving shepherd who cares 
for us. 

 
Responding to God (8-11): ‘Today, if 
only you would hear His voice, do not 
harden your hearts as you did…in the 
wilderness,’ (v8,9). Our worship 
enables us to listen and hear God’s 
voice. He has a fresh word to speak 
into our lives on a daily basis. Unlike 
the people of Israel in the wideness, 
we are warned not to harden our 
hearts, but to embrace God’s new 
life. The test of genuine worship is 
not whether it feels good or fits our 
taste, but does is lead to greater 
obedience in our lives. 
 
************************** 

Some miscellaneous 

observations on modern 

life… 
 

A cabbie is a fare-minded person. 

A closed mouth gathers no foot. 

A dentist and a manicurist fought 

tooth and nail. 

A fine is a tax for doing wrong - a 

tax is a fine for doing well. 

A job at the nursery can lead to a 

budding career. 

A man said his credit card was 

stolen but he decided not to report 

it because the thief was spending 

less than his wife did. 

A will is a dead giveaway. 

Age doesn’t always bring wisdom - 

sometimes age comes alone.
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February 2019 - Parish Sunday Services 
 
 
 

 

Epiphany 4 - Candlemas    9.30am St James   Holy Communion + Baptism 
Presentation of Christ    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church 
In the Temple 11.00am St Peter   Baptism & Service of the Word 
Sunday 3rd February 11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion + Baptism 
 
 
4th Sunday before Lent    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 10th February    9.30am St. Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
   11.00am  St Michael   Holy Communion 
   11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 
 
3rd Sunday before Lent      9.30am St. James    Family Communion 
Sunday 17th February    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church
  11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Michael   Morning Prayer 
  
2nd Sunday before Lent     9.30am    St James       Holy Communion 
Sunday 24th February     9.30am    St Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
     11.00am    St Peter        Holy Communion   
  11.00am St Michael  Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James  St James on Sunday Afternoon 
  
     
 
 

Regular Weekday Services 
 
 

Tuesday: 12.15pm    St Peter’s        Morning Prayer/Holy Communion 
                     (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
Wednesday:    1.30pm St. James        Holy Communion 
                                (except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church) 
 

Thursday:       11.00am     St. Michael     Holy Communion 
              4.00pm     Holy Trinity    Evening Prayer * 
                          * (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month) 
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Parish Notices 
From the January registers: 
 

Baptisms: 
There were no baptisms in January 
 

Weddings: 
There were no weddings in January 
 

Funerals: 
We pray for the families of: 

Mary Patten Philip Andrew 
Harry Rogers  

 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Sure prognosis 
 

‘Doctor,’ said the worried woman, ‘I’d like you to evaluate my 13-year-old 

son.’ 
 

‘OK. He’s suffering from a transient psychosis with intermittent rage 

disorder, punctuated by episodic radical mood swings, but his prognosis is 

excellent for a full recovery.’ 
 

‘How can you say all that without even meeting him?’ 
 

‘I thought you said he’s 13? 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £13.45 per hour.  
Tel Angela Robbins 
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member  
07713 921676 

 

                                         Well Polished Tameside 

covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport 
 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
 
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate  (*Fri)            400 1556 
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Items for the Magazine:  
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th February for inclusion in 
the next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18. 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 

 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  
Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 

210 Stamford Street 

 

 
ashton@minutemanpress.com 

mailto:ashton@minutemanpress.com

