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Editorial 
 

At Pentecost, we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit to the first disciples. It was a powerful 
experience, when along with wind and fire, ‘all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit’ 
(Acts 2:4).    Power is experienced in two ways: it can be either unleashed or harnessed. The 
energy in petrol can be released explosively by dropping a lighted match into it. However, 
in the engine of a car, it will transport people in a controlled way! 
 

The Holy Spirit works in a similar way. At Pentecost, He exploded onto the scene and 3000 
people were added to the Church, because of Peter’s preaching. He also equips us with His 
gifts to engage in the mission and ministry of the Church. 
 

However, the Spirit's power also enables us so to grow in our faith. He assures us of God’s 
love and acceptance in our lives, despite our fears, doubts or failures: ‘God's love has been 
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us’ (Romans 5:5).  
 

The Holy Spirit is also committed to producing the character of Jesus in us, enabling us to 
live as Jesus would in our place ie job, family and time: ‘the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.’ (Galatians 
5:22,23). 
 

 
If you would like to submit an article, we would love to hear from you!! 

 

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the 
Parish of The Good Shepherd. The editor reserves the right to amend articles as appropriate, for editorial 
purposes. Please consider writing something for the magazine yourself! And, if you have any comments 
to make on the Magazine you can contact the editor, Roger Farnworth on 0161 330 2771 or talk to a 

member of your DCC or PCC who will pass on any comments that are made. 
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 The Parish Prayer 
Father God, whose Son came to bring love and peace to the world, help us to grow 
in faith and share our hope and joy with all whom we meet, so that we can work 
together to build your kingdom in Ashton, welcome new people into our churches, 
and be relevant to those around us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 

 

www.goodshepherdashton.org            Registered Charity Number 1134826 

http://www.goodshepherdashton.org/
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Maundy Thursday:    
The celebration of the gift of Eucharist and 
Priesthood 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Risen Christ, Alleluia  
 
I would like to reflect on the mystery 
of the Eucharist and Priesthood 
instituted by our Lord on Maundy 
Thursday.  Maundy Thursday is part 
of The Sacred Paschal Triduum to 
celebrate the three most solemn 
days of the Church liturgical year 
(Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the 
Easter Vigil). My reflection will be 
based on the entire Chapter 13 of 
John.:” Jesus washed the disciples’ 
feet”.  
 
The Chapter started with these 
words: “Now before the festival of 
the Passover, Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having 
loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end” (John 13, 
1).   The opening verse of chapter 13 
sets the scene for the whole of 
chapters 13-17.  Love is one of the key 
terms in chapters 13-17, occurring 
thirty-one times in these five 
chapters as compared to only six 
times in chapters 1-12.  In chapter 13, 
Jesus shows his disciples the full 
extent of his love.  
 
It seems important to know that the 
Gospel of John doesn’t mention the 
gift of Eucharist and Priesthood like 

the other three (Matthew, Mark and 
Luke) at all.  This is not an omission.  
This story of the washing of the feet 
IS the story of the Eucharist.  It tells 
us what it really means to be 
Eucharistic for one another.  For 
John’s perspective, the Eucharist is a 
summary of Jesus’ life, a call to lay 
down one’s life for others.  In other 
words, by bending down to wash the 
feet of his disciples, Jesus explains 
the meaning of the Eucharist 
unequivocally.  On this holy night, 
Jesus gives us an image of what the 
Church is supposed to look like, feel 
like, and act like according to John.  
Jesus summarises by his actions all 
that he had taught them (disciples) in 
the previous three years. 
 
For John, Jesus was really human, 
and he ate and enjoyed real food 
with real human company by sharing 
his priesthood with the disciples as 
close friends.  John cannot 
understand Eucharist without the 
Holy ministry of priesthood.  
Everything is about love.  Jesus called 
the twelve by love and for love. They 
were not special. He called them to 
continue his mission as church within 
the world. He called them to 
celebrate the mystery of Eucharist 
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for the Church and IN the church.   
According to John, no Christian 
community can be built up unless it 
has as its basis and centre the 
celebration of the Eucharist.  So in 
the Gospel of John, Jesus called the 
disciples to be the first priests in the 
New Testament.  They received the 
status of priests by Jesus Himself. 
Thanks Jesus for the gift of 
priesthood and Eucharist. 
 
Going back to the Jews’ context, 
Passover was a powerful ritual 
celebration of the freedom that God 
had given His people from slavery 
under Pharaohs’ hand.  It was a meal 
of remembering the great acts of 

God among ones friends and family.  
John reminding us that on the 
evening of his passion, Jesus made a 
gift of Himself to the Church and 
instituted the ministerial priesthood 
and let to his disciples the new 
commandment of Love.  We 
celebrate the Story of our salvation 
made once by our Lord on the cross. 
On Maundy Thursday, we remember 
the story of love made by our Lord 
for our Salvation. Through this gift of 
Eucharist and Priesthood, Jesus 
teach us a lesson in how we are to 
give ourselves to and for each other.  
 

In Christo 
Fr Jules MAMBU 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Chinese church growing – despite persecution 
 

A former house church leader, prisoner of faith, and one of the 
leading voices for the persecuted Church in China, Bob Fu has 
recently warned that the persecution of Christians in China is 
worsening and is now as severe as at any time since the Cultural 
Revolution. 
 

Bob Fu was one of the original Chinese pro-democracy 
campaigners and founder of China Aid. On a recent visit to 

London, through the help of Release International, he said that despite the 
increasingly open persecution of Christians in China, the growth of Christianity 
there seems unstoppable. ‘Under communism, Christianity has grown from one 
million Christians in China to an estimated 100 million today.’ 
 

Some sociologists project that the number of Chinese Christians will exceed 220 
million by 2030 – making China the largest Christianised nation in the world. 
Meanwhile, China is arresting pastors, pulling down crosses and demolishing 
churches. Christian human rights lawyers claim they are being intimidated and 
tortured, and lawyer Li Baiguang, who had been an outspoken campaigner for 
religious freedom, died in suspicious circumstances this Spring. 
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Ask, Seek and Knock 

 

                "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; 
                 knock, and it will be opened to you."  (Luke 11:9) 
 

Please choose one focus for each week of the month or pray for all of the 
following issues throughout the month, as you prefer.  There is a prayer at the 
end to draw it all together if you're unsure how to start or finish your prayers. 
 
 

This month: 
 

     Please pray for our town centre here in Ashton.  Pray that the 

businesses are prosperous and that people can find work to 

support their families.  Pray also that the decision makers in the 

town make wise decisions with compassion for all.   

     We pray for all who bring your word of life as a light to those in 

darkness, for those who bring your word of peace to those 

enslaved by fear, for those who bring your word of love to those 

in need of comfort.  Lord of love and Lord of peace, Lord of 

resurrection life, be known through our lives and through your 

power. 

     Spend a moment to make a list of those that you know who are ill 

or in need of God’s healing touch at this time.  Please pray for 

God to heal them, take away pain, get rid of any illness and to 

bring them comfort.  

 

Lord, we offer you our prayers.  Hear us as we bring our concerns to you and help 

us to place them into your hands in confidence that you will hear us.        Amen  
                                                                                                                         

 

***************************************************** 

                                   Scouts Please!  
 

3rd Ashton Scout Group are looking for 

new members ages 101/2yrs to 14yrs. 

We meet every Tuesday at 7.15pm to 9.00pm 

at St James Church. 

                         For more information contact Tina 

         Group Scout Leader  -   07411773336 or tina@dah.co.uk 

mailto:tina@dah.co.uk
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Welcome, Gill! 
 

Hi - My Name is Gillian Robinson, but most 

people call me Gill (unless I’m in trouble, then it 

is always Gillian). So, if you hear me being 

called Gillian, I must have done something 

wrong! On a serious note, I am happy to be 

called either. 
 

I have lived with my family in Ashton-under-

Lyne most of my life and have been part of 

Christ Church Ashton since the tender age of 

3mths when I was baptised. 
 

Since I was confirmed at the age of 19yrs, I 

have been discerning my call to ministry within the Church of England. 

During this time, I have taken up many roles and responsibilities, from 

Sides person right up to being Church Warden! And I am at present a group 

leader for the Foundations for Ministry (FFM) course held at Church house. 
 

Over the years, I have been discerning my call to a particular ministry, 

‘Ordination’, and this is where the Good Shepherd team come in.  
 

My Gifts ‘ministry’ have been used mainly around and within Christ Church, 

and feel there is a real need to extend my gifts and seek out ‘How others 

do it’ (so to speak) to help with my discernment to Ordained Ministry. 
 

Therefore, from 20th May till the end of the year, I will be coming to join 

you on placement! 
 

 I am very excited (but also a little nervous) to partake and experience the 

work you do to further God’s Kingdom within the Good Shepherd Team and 

that by doing so, you all, as I also, benefit greatly from my placement with 

you.  

Look forward to meeting and getting acquainted 
 

Your Sister in Christ 

Gill 
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What’s On? 
 

 

A Picnic in the Park 
 

St James' Church are organising  

 A Picnic in the Park and Rounders 

Match on the afternoon 

 of Sunday 1st July 

at King George V Playing Fields 
 

All churches in the Ashton Cluster 

are warmly invited to come along plus 

each enter a team to play against the 

other churches. 
 

Teams to be a mix of age groups and 

genders - apparently the rules are 

that teams should have a minimum of 

9 players. It would be great if 

churches had supporters, with cheer 

leaders!Bring your own picnic, 

seating, blankets etc. 

 
W.E.A. 9th Annual Art 

Exhibition  

Saturday 16th June 2017 
10.00am till 3.00pm 

Admission £1.00 
Refreshments available all day  

Hot lunches available from 
11.30am 

 

Bible Studies  
Fr Jules’ Bible Studies Group meets 

every Thursday – all welcome 
7.00pm at St Michael’s Church 

 

Café Church at 

 St James’ Church 
 

Wednesday 16
th

 May 

1.45pm 

Informal worship with  

tea, coffee and a chat. 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Saturday 12th May 2017 

Hurst Fest 
 at Ashton United Football Ground 

Event commences at 11.00am 
A day of fun for all the family – lots of 

activities, stalls, food and 
entertainment. 

 

St. Michael’s  
Open Days 

 

St. Michael’s is open every 
Thursday 10.30am to 3.00pm  
The Eucharist will take place 

as usual at 11.00am  
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The Holy Trinity ESOL Group Ashton clean up the streets    
 
Over 25 local residents including children turned out on a bad day to litter pick 
their streets.  The event was organised by Rob and Sue from TMBC 
Neighbourhood Services with Hasna and Razia from Holy Trinity Community 
Centre (English Speakers of Other Languages) on Wednesday 4th April.  Local 
residents were keen to improve the environment and asked for our help to 
clean up streets in their community.  The children were excited and soon got 
to task with the litter pickers and bags picking up rubbish on the streets 
where they live.    The event was also supported by Jigsaw Homes who 
provided skips for Burlington Street and Uxbridge Street, Greenscape who 
collected approx. 20 bags of rubbish, provided soil for planting and Operation 
Greenspace for providing litter pickers and bags.  Neighbourhood Services 
attended the ESOL class on 27th  March to deliver an information and help 
session on Recycling and waste prior to the event to approx. 40 women.  As 
a thank you Holy Trinity Community Centre provided a curry lunch for all those 
who took part, while the adults and GMP networked while the children 
planted sunflower seeds and coloured pictures to take home.  
 
Quote from Hasna Khan – Resident and Community Worker “ Everyone 
enjoyed the event and our streets are looking cleaner, we would like to do 

more litter picks  during the school holidays” 
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Vending machines for the 
homeless 

Vending machines that can provide essentials such as 

water, sandwiches, and warm socks to rough-sleepers 

24 hours a day, are to be installed in several cities in 

the UK. 

The first machine was installed in Nottingham at the 

beginning of the year, and already Action Hunger, the 

charity behind it, has had requests from charities and 

shelters wanting to set ones up in Manchester, London and Brighton. 

The machines are accessible only by a key card, which is handed out to 

known homeless people in the community. There is a limit on each card of 

three items a day. The machines are regularly stocked by volunteers, and 

many of the items are given by organisations that seek to redistribute 

unwanted foods and reduce food waste. 

The vending machines dispense water, fruit, energy bars, crisps, chocolate, 

sandwiches, sanitary and hygiene products, socks and books. They are 

accessible 24 hours a day. 

Would this be an initiative that Ashton could consider, along with our local 

shelters/charities, in time for the coming winter? 

More details at: https://www.actionhunger.org/ 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Archdeacon’s Visitation 
 

Archdeacon Cherry Vann will be admitting to office  

 All Church Wardens, PCC Members and 

Sidespersons on behalf of the Bishop 
 

7.30pm  Weds 16th May 2017 

at St Michael’s Church 
 

Refreshments after the service 
 

 

https://www.actionhunger.org/
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10th May Ascension Day - 40 Days with the Risen Christ 

40 days after Easter comes 

Ascension Day. These are the 40 

days during which the Risen Christ 

appeared again and again to His 

disciples, following His death and 

resurrection. (Matthew 28; Mark 16; 

Luke 24; and John 20.) 
 

The Gospels give us little of Christ’s 

teachings and deeds during those 

40 days. Jesus was seen by 

numerous of His disciples: on the 

road to Emmaus, by the Sea of 

Galilee, in houses, etc. He 

strengthened and encouraged His 

disciples, and at last 

opened their eyes to 

all that the Scriptures 

had promised about 

the Messiah. Jesus also 

told them that as the 

Father had sent Him, 

He was now going to 

send them - to all 

corners of the earth, as 

His witnesses. 
 

Surely the most tender, moving 

‘farewell’ in history took place on 

Ascension Day. Luke records the 

story with great poignancy: “When 

Jesus had led them out to the 

vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His 

hands - and blessed them.”  
 

As Christmas began the story of 

Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension 

Day completes it, with His return to 

His Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act 

on earth was to bless His disciples. 

He and they had a bond as close 

as could be: they had just lived 

through three tumultuous years of 

public ministry and miracles – 

persecution and death – and 

resurrection! Just as we part from 

our nearest and dearest by still 

looking at them with love and 

memories in our eyes, so exactly 

did Jesus: ‘While He was blessing 

them, He left them and was taken 

up into heaven.’ (Luke 24:50-1) He 

was not forsaking them, but merely 

going on ahead to a kingdom 

which would also be theirs one 

day: ‘I am ascending to my Father 

and to your Father, to my God 

and your God...’ (John 

20:17) 
 

The disciples were surely 

the most favoured folk in 

history. Imagine being 

one of the last few 

people on earth to be 

face to face with Jesus, 

and have Him look on 

you with love. No wonder then 

that Luke goes on: ‘they 

worshipped Him - and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy. And they 

stayed continually at the temple, 

praising God.’ (Luke 24:52,53) 
 

No wonder they praised God! They 

knew they would see Jesus again 

one day! ‘I am going to prepare a 

place for you... I will come back 

and take you to be with me that 

you also may be where I am.’ 

(John 14:2,3) In the meantime, 

Jesus had work for them to do: to 

take the Gospel to every nation on 

earth. 
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omen of all ages and backgrounds from 
across the region gathered at Holy Trinity 
Community Centre in Ashton to celebrate 

International Women's Day. 
The event was hosted by a Khushamdid, a community 
group that celebrates its 20th anniversary this October.  
Empowering women and fulfilling your dreams were the main theme of the 
event. 
 

Speeches on the education of women as the future were given and the ladies 
were served a lunch courtesy of the group. 
 

Naila Sharif was an organiser of the event and has worked with Khushamdid 
for 12 years.  Khushamdid and HTCC workers and volunteers made the event 
very successful, and it was well attended by different communities. 
Speaking on the event she said, “Our very dear friends and supporters from the 
last 20 years have joined us, the Civic Mayor of Tameside, Joyce Bowerman is 
here today, Councillor Margaret Sidebottom has supported us over the last 20 
years as well.  We also invited Councillor Yasmin Toor from Oldham to support 
our Asian women. It's inspirational to come forward and be political and 
contribute to our economics". 
 

Naila emphasized that if you educated your daughter you educate your 
Society. She added that, hopefully, we will see more Asian councillors in 
Tameside, so all of the ladies can look towards them as well.  She says that the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W 
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group works to empower Women, especially those from Asian and ethnic 
minority backgrounds, every day. 
The group runs trips for women and their families, including excursions to 
Switzerland, Holland, Italy and France recently.  
 
 The Civic mayor of Tameside Joyce Bowerman was delighted to be in 
attendance.  She praised Khushamdid for the 20 years of community service 
saying “It's extremely important because it brings woman out of isolation. They 
come along, socialise and meet new people, so it's an excellent organisation 
and I wish them well on their 20th Anniversary.” 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

//////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

Friends of Ashton Parish Church 

Trip to Llandudno and St Asaph 
Wednesday 16th May 2018 

This year’s trip is to Llandudno for lunch followed by a visit  

to St Asaph and its Cathedral in the afternoon – £16.50pp 

Further details and Booking Form are available from 

Alan F  Bacon Tel 330 5829  alanfbacon@yahoo.co.uk. 

Elaine Gaskell Tel 330 5176  elaine.gaskell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

mailto:alanfbacon@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:elaine.gaskell@yahoo.co.uk
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Some miscellaneous one-liners …      
 
 

Was Noah's wife called Joan of Ark?  
 

The things that come to those that wait may be the things left by those 

who got there first.  
 

Accept that some days you're the pigeon, and some days you're the statue.  
 

Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them.  
 

If you lend someone £20, and never see that person again, it was probably 

worth it.  
 

Birds of a feather flock together and mess on your car.  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

        Vernon Shipley 
    

    Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons  
          Fairways Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
               24 Hour Personal Service 

 

       87 Penny Meadow, Ashton-u-Lyne, OL6 6EP 
                   Tel: 0161-339-0696 • Fax: 0161-339-0599                            

                             Email: frlvshipley@funeralservicesltd 
 

       A member of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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May 2018 - Parish Sunday Services 
 
 

 

6th Sunday of Easter    9.30am St James   Holy Communion + Baptism 
Sunday 6th May    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church 
  11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion    
  11.00am St Michael   Holy Communion + Baptism 
 

(10th May  -  Ascension) 
 

7th Sunday of Easter    9.30am St James   Holy Communion 
Sunday 13th May    9.30am St. Gabriel     All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am  St Michael   Holy Communion      
  11.00am St Peter   Holy Communion 
    4.00pm St James   St James on Sunday Afternoon 

 
Pentecost    9.30am St. James    Family Communion 
Sunday 20th May    9.30am St Gabriel   Holy Communion+Junior Church
  11.00am St. Peter   Holy Communion   
  11.00am St. Michael   Holy Communion 

  
Trinity Sunday      9.30am     St James      Holy Communion 
Sunday 27th May     9.30am St Gabriel    All Age Service of The Word 
  11.00am St Peter  Holy Communion 
  11.00am St Michael  Holy Communion  
    4.00pm St James  St James on Sunday Afternoon 

 

 
 
 Regular Weekday Services 

 

 

Tuesday: 12.15pm    St Peter’s        Morning Prayer/Holy Communion 
                     (followed by optional bring and share lunch)                            
Wednesday:    1.30pm St. James        Holy Communion 
                                (except 2nd Wed of the month, which is Café Church) 
Thursday:       11.00am     St. Michael     Holy Communion 
              4.00pm     Holy Trinity    Evening Prayer * 
                          * (This will be a Eucharist Service on the 1st Thursday of the month) 
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Parish Notices 
From the April registers 

 

Funerals: 
 
We pray for the families of: 
Joan Aston         
Mary Diston 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

National Doughnut Week 12th-19th May 
Eat some doughnuts – and help raise money participating shops to help 

desperately ill children through the Children’s Trust – what a great excuse 

to indulge! 
 

As good as it gets   
A shipwrecked man spent five years on a deserted island. One day he was 

overjoyed to see a ship drop anchor in the bay. A dinghy approached, and a 

ship’s officer handed the sailor The Times, The Financial Times and The 

Daily Telegraph. “The captain suggests,” said the officer, “that you read 

what’s going on in the world before you decide if you wish to be rescued.” 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

Great, local, reliable and hard-working 
Domestic Cleaners. £12.95 per hour.  
Tel Angela Robbins 
Christ Church, Oldham Rd, Choir Member  
07713 921676 

   

Well Polished Stockport  
covering Tameside, Oldham, Glossop and Stockport 

 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039 

http://www.well-polished.com/F039
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 
 

CLERGY: (*usual day off) 
 

Revd Roger Farnworth, Team Rector (*Tues.)        
 The Vicarage, Westbury Street, Ashton OL6 9NL  330 2771 
 
Fr Jules Mambu,  Team Curate (*Mon) 
                          35 Palace Road, Ashton OL6 8HJ                                07897 697503 
 
Revd Ben Brady, Team Curate  (*Fri)            285 1382 
             
 
 
 

THE PARISH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD:  
Parish Warden:         Cath Sheldon 18 Essex Road, Debdale Park, Manchester   07702 137596 
Parish Warden:  Les Smith  20 Lowerbank, Denton                                        336 0904 
Warden Emeritus:    Enid Fisher 243 Mossley Road, Ashton                                   308 2795  
Chair of PCC:              Roger Farnworth The Vicarage, Westbury St, Ashton                              330 2771  
PCC Secretary:           Pat Lodge  250 Yew Tree Lane, Dukinfield              338 5303 
Safeguarding:            Moira Wilson  
PCC Treasurer:  Jan Ratcliffe   c/o The Vicarage, Westbury St, Ashton            330 2771 
Parish Magazine:       Roger Farnworth The Vicarage, Westbury St, Ashton                              330 2771 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Items for the Magazine:  
Please give items for the next magazine to Revd Roger Farnworth by the 15th May for inclusion in the 
next Magazine - address and telephone number on page 18. 
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The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Ashton-under-Lyne 
 is a Fair Trade Parish. Our churches have promised to serve only  

Fairly Traded Tea and Coffee and to work for justice for the world’s poor 

210 Stamford Street 

 

 
ashton@minutemanpress.com 

mailto:ashton@minutemanpress.com

